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Padlocks Through 
The Ages 



The history of padlocks dates back 
thousands ol years. 

*J JJ Padlocks By 
^O American 

Take a look at a new series of 
locks brought to you by American, 

Qrt Padlock Product 

Ow Rcview 

Here's a section showing a wide 
variety of the padlocks available. 
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JO Lexus 

Yes, you can cu! keys for the 
Lexus wilhoul an original! 
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Dale Libby plays with a new toy 
designed To save lime. 
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Read all about a number of the 
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Schamp is at it 
popping open locked cars. 
Opening A 
Retail Location 



Jack Roberts talks about opening 

a fixed location. 
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f ^ The Rescue! 

A small child locked in a big safe? 
Who you gonna call? Safebusters! 
^r The Beginners 
/ O Corner 

Geno Gentry shows you how to 
manipulate Sentry safes. 
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OD Side 

As usual, Sara Probasco gives us 
a good laugh about locksmithing. 
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information on products Irom the 
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American Lock: CCL Security 
Products; LSOA; Master Lock; and 
New Standard Mfg. A produci review 
section begins on page 30 of this 
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Commentary 



One Day In The Shop... 



\ am a locksmith. Yes, sir I can make you a new 
house key, and yes, I can moke you another copy 
of your car key too. 

What's *haf? Oh, yes I know you can get those keys 
made at the hardware store. Oh, and you say my 
prices on locks are a little higher than ot the 
hardware store? 

That may be true, sir, but when It comes to your 
security h is price your only consideration? What do ! 
mean? No problem... let rne explain. 

When you get a key made at the hardware store, 
it will oe cut on a machine that may not have 
been aojjsled for years. It's doubtful that anyone 
in that store even knows how to make sure they 
are cutting your key accurately. Haven't you ever 
noticed that a high percentage of keys made at 
hardware stores won't wor1< in the lock? That key 
won't look like such a bargain if you are locked out 
at night. 

And, yes, my prices on locks might be a bit higher 
than ot the hardware store. But have you noticed 
that I ca-ry heavier duty locksets, not those 
inexpensive foreign ones? When I sell you a lock Cm 
confident that it will stand up to year's of use. And 
have you seen the wide variety of locks I carry? I 
stock locks for just obout any purpose. Plus, will the 
hardware store come out and install that lock for 
you? 

Oh? You know of a local hardware store that will 
now send over a man to put in the lock? Do you 
suppose he will suggest a high security strike to 
really improve the effectiveness of that lock? Will 
the hardware store man conduct a free security 
survey of your home to help you be sure that your 
premises ore truly safeguarded? 

Oh, I see. You just wanted to get the lowest price 
on a couple of keys and a simple lock. Sure I 
understand. Pardon me? Yes, I assume the 
hardware store would still be open at this hour. No 
problem, I'm sure I'll see you again. 

What did I mean by that? Oh well all I really 



meant to say is that someday you're bound to 
need a real live locksmith. You see, when you lock 
your keys inside the car, the hardware store won't 
much be interested in helping you. Yes, sir, I do 
know the police in this town sometimes open 
locked cars. And many times I am asked to repair 
the damage they do to newer cars. The locking 
system on your new foreign car parked out front is 
really rather complicated, in fact , the dealer you 
bought it from often asks me to help him with lock 
work when a malfunction occurs. 

Or perhaps someday you'll find yourself locked out 
of your house, with the keys inside. I take 
emergency calls, so even at night I'll be happy to 
let you back in. Or maybe the lock on your safe will 
malfunction and you II need mc to opon and 
repair it. We might even run into each other when 
I'm called out to redo the masterkey system at your 
office building. 

Yes, sir, service with a smile is our motto. I don't Just 
peddle locks. I help my customers secure their 
homes, their property and even their lives. That's 
real Important to me and if makes me feel good 
about my job. Well, so long. 

What's that? Sure I'll make you those keys after all. 
Won't take but a minute. Hey, lucky you asked. I 
forgot, the hardware store doesn't have a 
machine to make keys far your high security 
foreign car, 



Oh? You want to look at 
locks too? No problem! 




Oiw< 
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Letters 



Comments, Suggestions and Criticisms 



Tha rt.-jf.-uH.jj Ltxkamlth ts interested in 
your view. We da reserve the right to edtt 
tor cavity arcd tengtft. Ptmsc oddmci your 
comments, prarse, or criticism to Editor, 
The Nations! Locksmith, f533 
Burgundy Parkway, Straamwood, IL 
BQW7. Afi tetters to the editor must 
bo signed. 



Hardware Trade Called 
Locksmithing's Future 

Dear Marc: 

Recently, Aaron Fish, owner of 
II co Unlcan and Locksmith Ledger 
magazine, sent a letter to locksmith 
associations, t have been carefully 
fallowing Ihc silualion aboul llco as 
have most of my fellow locksmiths. 
We have been very upset that llco 
and Locksmith Ledger would of far 
Tree training programs to True Value 
hardware s1orcs r leaching rhem fa 
rjHck locks and to masterkey them . 

In his letter, Mr. Fish made the 
following statement: "The roots of 
North American locksrnlthlng are 
flumly planted In the hardware trade; 
individuals working wifhin the 
hardware Industry today should 
have oven/ right to loam more aboul 
the craft. these very Individuals 
make up the basis for our future 
locksmiths.' 

When 1 icad fhis slaicrnonL I was 
outraged. This is yet another slap In the 
face 1o Ihc locksmilbL delivered 
courtesy of llco and Locksmith Lodger. 



The hardware Industry Is the basis for 
the future of locksmtthlng? Certainly, 

Mr. Feh has demonslralod fhal Ihc is 1hc 
group he wishes to be affiliated 
wh ..I--:- hardware stores I say, whal 
about the thousands of present lock- 
smilhs who have boon buying Ifco 
products and supporting Locksmith 
Ledger If our competitors are the 
Tulurc" of focksmifhrig_..whal aboul- Lis? 

I ho locksmith industry, as we 
know it toatay, is made up largely of 
Independent craftsmen. When Mr. 
Fish succeeds in dragging thousands 
of chain hardware stores like lrue 
Vfciue Into our service Industry, there 
may not be much left for the 
locksmith. We sure can't afford the 
nalional advertising Ihese chains do. 
Heck, we can't even afford to buy 
Mr. Fish's products as cheaply as the 
hardware chains can. 

I believe that Nco and Locksmith 
I odgcr should simply quit Irying \o 
tell us that the hardware chains are 
our "brothers." If they are our 
brother, then they will be like Cain 
who slew Able. 1 can live without that 
kind of brother. ALOA conducted a 
vote in which $?% of those voting 
declared that they are opposed to 
llco's framing of hardware slorc 
chains. Mr. Fish. however r seems 
determined to ram it down our 
throats anyway. 

Thar is his righl. I jus! wish he 
wouldn't try to tell us to like ft. 

Brad Volpe 
Deerfield Beach, FL 



New Hampshire Assoc. 
Helps New Locksmiths 

Dear Merc: 

I just finished reading the letter to 
the editor about how 'Beginner's' 
wanl vef oralis respect. This Is ihc way 
most of us started in the locksmith 
profession. Please ask Mr. Thomas Smith 
lo contact mo ck soon as possible. The 
Now HampshiroLocksmilhs Associalion 
Is willing to help tocksmrths get started- 1 
am the outgoing F^esldent but know 
thai the associalion will be very happy 
to holp new iocksmithr*. I am sum tho 
locksmiths he refers to are not 
members of The New Hampshire 
Association. 

Gcorgo Rohcrtjo, Rf?4 Bell Rd. 

Rymoiith, NH Q326J 

(603)536 3071 

Letter Response Claims 
Respect Must Be Earned 

Dear Marc : 

l write in response to the letter to 
the editor in the December issue of 
The National Locksmith by Thomas L 
Smith who wants respect from 
veteran locksmiths. 

I have read Ihis arMcle several 
times and I must reply by saying I do 
not think you can gain respect by 
asking for It, you have to earn It. Mr. 
Smith did not say ir he belongs \o 
ALOA or a local locksmith 

Gurtlitujed on paga 8 
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Trust the original. 
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ContioijQd from paga 6 

association. I travel over 100 miles 
por month }ust to attend the 
meetings of our local Locksmith 
Association which happens to be in 
Orlando, FL. 

Mr. Smilh did say he completed a 
course in basic nnd advanced 
lock smithing . however he did not say 
il ho has survod as an apprentice to 
a veteran locksmith in order to 
advance himself in the irado. 

Yes. it takes financing to start your 
own business, however there have 
been Ihousands of men and women 
who hav^ done just lhal. The 
majority of people In business do noi 
know the meaning of a A0 or even 
an 60 hour week and many of these 
people also have a hard time 
matching their ^budget rends." Yes, 
operating your own business and a 
tight budget seem to go hand in 
hand. 

Mr. 5milh stales lineal he docs not 
think full time locksmiths treat 
beginners Moo profession a 117." He 
also says he gets better piices from 
his local hardware store. I wonder if 
he knows fhere are many distributors 
around the country who soil 
anything you may need to operate 
a locksmith business. 



Ml Smith ab-o refers to the so- 
called "True Value" hardware 
business as his competitor, I have 
novo r seen a hardware store yet that 
I would call a compel itor. I would 
hope that my professional service is 
far above that of the hardware 

htO'C. 

The so-called "DSg Heads" he 
refers to must work hard for the 
* almighty" dollar in order to survive 
in I his dog oal dog world and pay 
their bins. 

I would love to know what the 
other locksmiths in New Hampshire 
have lo say about this. There are 
always iwo sides lo every slory. 

W.L. Backus 
Florida 

Reader Organizes Suit 
Against Command 

Dear Marc: 

in response to the letter In the 
January Issue of another Trade 
magazine cr.lilled "No Payrncri1, ¥ I 
too am q "vie 1irTT of Command 
Locksmith Services. Since it is obvious 
that there were a number of 
nalional franchises lhal were using 
Command Locksmith Services, I 



suspect that Ihoro euro hundreds of 
locksmiths nationwide who have 
been short changed for their 
services. 

If Iho olhor locksmiths are like 
myself, the amount owed Is small 
enough that conventional collection 
methods are not cost effective. I 
wen j Id like to take a slighliy different 
approach to solving our combinod 
problem. \ would like to develop a list 
of locksmiths who have accounts 
with Command Locksmith Services 
that are more than four monlhs 
overdue along with the amount of 
the balance due. With this 
information the scope of the 
victirTwalion wiTE be measurable. 
Hopefully the magnitude of this 
"fraud" will warrant the Involvement 
of the Federal Slates Attorney's 
office in the form of a class action 
suit. Since the customers were from a 
nationwide group, with enough 
in formal ion, il is my opinion thai this 
activity by Command Locksmith 
Services qualifies as Interstate 
commerce, and Iherefore Is In the 
jurisdiction of Iho Federal legal 
System. 

If you would like to provide the 
Continued on paga 96 




The Innovation You Expect, with the 
Fl exibil ity You Need! 



Click here for more information 
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Enter the 1992 Technitips Contest 

$$$ Thousands and Thousands in cash and prizes! $$$ 

Silca's Bravo LSA HPC's Punch Machine™ ESP 5000 






First Prize 



Second Prize 



Third Prize 



Luck.Hmili] dcsi^Ticd, lTliz- Silca BfftVO USA 
is a quality seim-juLuuiiiLic; duplicator. 
Four-way jaws hold even the smallest keys 
as this. One of the mosl accurate key 
machines on the market, 

Belsaw 200 



The Punch MaLhm C ™ (I20OH7H) is UPCS The model 5000 key machine ean be used 




Fourth Prize 



Duplicate, cut by code, cut flat steel keys. 
Complete machine with motor, three cutters, 
guides, and instructions. Built-in 
micrometer. 



newest ad di turn \a the 1 2(H) jicnt-.H ku-y 
machines, It works on the same principle as 
the 1200CM S making it quite versatile, It is 
also very accurate and completely portable, 

HPC 9120 



for manual culling or, with the flip of a 
swiirh, ii will cut keys auiomalicaJIIy. 1l is 

designed to accommodate large head keys 
such a* hole] and foreign auto blanks. 
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$100 Cash & Flat Rate Manual 


r.H-umirh m 


********* 





Fifth Prize 



H W 7a mc]Ht uwttjihlL key culling machine fL^jUjrc* 
itvtrrsiliJL: jaws. Llwjblt-skkxl ujjjy ilng cuts flat 
sliiil mid .KMfLty dqxu;iL key* wkL hsu sufly finish. 
ExcclLcfnl versatile rriitl tirxr. 



Sixth Prize 



ilHO.OO in cash will brighten your day! So will 
the Fkit Rate. Manual for Locksmiths. The; manual 
will help you price your services for profit. You 
won't ever have to guess how to price again. 



"*""""""* Code Books From The National Locksmith **************** 
General Code Book Set (NGCu) Padlock Code Bonk Set <Ni*;n) Koreign Code Book Set (NtCit) 
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Seventh Prize 




Tiii^e three bonks cnnlain 45C),D(M) codes 
ajvtrin^ (knruKLk; kx;k and aim jmuhilc uxli's. 



Eighth Prize 



These chiec volumes offer 462,000 covering 
Dudley K American (Junkioic) h Master and Yale. 
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Ninth Prize 



This two volume set hokis 432,000 codes for die 
complete variety of foreign codes, from Alpha 
Romeo lo Yugo, 
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Technitips 



Helpful Hints from Fellow Locksmiths 




Send n*fl your LuchnMip"! 
Whn hngwis. yflu m»y b* 
Our i«h" winner'' -n/i? The 
Mr-irioriBl LackanMh, lSSS 
B j r g it n d y K a i k v, a •.- . 
SLfaahiwotid, IL&0107. 

by Rohflrt Siavakinp 



Congratulations to ail those who 
and their Technitips printed hero this 
month. Ih&re ar& same pr&tty good 
ideas and solutions to new problems 
this month. What do you think of all 
the new prizes tor '92? We have 
loads of monthly prizes and more 
opportunities to win this your* Why 
not give it Q try? Writing a lechnitip is 
no harder than writing a tetter. Take 
the time to share your best ideas 
and no west discoveries with the 
trade. Write a Technltip and g& it in 
the moil today. 

Those prizes ore yours, if you take 
the riruo to claim them, tt is true, that 
all things come- to he who waits, tut 
nothing ever came to the man that 
simply waited. While you 're waiting, 
you have to do a little hastfing. 



These Prizes Awarded Each Month! 

All-Lock A-7000 VATS Dander 

HPC Pistolpick 

Silca Rubberhead Key blanks (100 blanks) 

ESP PR-13 Professional Lock Pick Set 

Sieveking Products EZ-Pull 



Submit your tip and win I 



r 



During one of those rainy stormy 
days of March, you COUid be 
cieaning up the shop, or "heaven 
forbid" getting rid of some of thai 
junk that's been cluttering up the 
floor under your work bench, if you 
can dear off a little space on the 
desk, and take a few minutes to 
write up a Technltip, you might be 
receiving an Easy-Pull GM wheel 



puller this time next month, or how 
about an Ail-Lock V.AJ.S. decoder 
oj an HPC Pick Pis tot. How many 
locksmiths wouid turn down a 
chance at a set of iSP tack picks, or 
100 Silca rubber head key bianks? 

Thank you for your hoip in making 
Technitips the most read and best 
supported locksmith technical 
column in the industry, bar none. 



How To Enter 

AN you need to do to enter is submit a tip, covering 
any aspect of locks rnilhing lo The National Locksmith. 
Certainly, you have a favorite way of doing things ihat 
you K d like to share wilh other locksmiths. Why not wirite it 
down and subrmf it toiRobert Sieveking, Teohni? ps 1 
Editor, The National Locksmith, 1533 Burgundy Parkway, 
Streamwood, II 60107. 

Tips submitted to other industry publications will nol 
be eligible! So get busy and send in your tips today. You 
may win cash merchandise, or even one of many key 
machines or coda book sets! At the end of the year, we 
choose the winners of tha listed prizes. 

Last year dozens of people walked off wish money and 
prizes. Wouldn't you like to be one ol the prize winners 
lor 1992? Enter today! It's a lot easier 1han you think! 



Every Tip Wins! 

Every tip published wins you $25.00 in Locksmith 
Bucks 1 Use this spendable cash toward the purchase of 
any books or merchandise from The National Locksmith. 
You also receive a bonded Locksmith Bumper Sticker 
and cecal. Pius you are n-ow eligible for the really big 
prizes! 

Best Tip of the Month Prizes! 

Best tip of the month wins $-50.00 in cash as well a^ 
$35.00 in Locksmilh Bucks! Plus you will receive a 
Bonded Locksmith Bumper Sticker, decal and a 
Locksmith Cap. 

Plus the S€ prizes will be awarded each month! 

AIJ-Lock A- 7000 VATS Decoder 

HPC Pistol Pick, pick gun 

Box of 1 00 Silca foreign auto rubbo rtioad key* 

ESP PR 13 Professional Lock Pick Sef 

Sieveking Products EZ-Pull 
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March's Besl Tip 

: This Tochnilip was bom a 
number of year* ago H out of 
necessity, f haven '1 fold anyono, 
because this rneJhod Is so simple 
anyone could use it. 

I have a large shop, 
constructed of concrolo block, 
with glass black windows. The 
area is relatively high crime, so I 
have barricaded the door, and 
u&o only the overhead garage 
door os enlry, One day. I went 1o 
opon the door, and She key 



r 
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turned, but the handle woutd not 
unlock. Right away, I knew that 
tne rim cylinder actuator hod 
become disconnected and was 
not retracting the bolt, to free the 
handle. Afler a little thoughl, and 
some estimating, I decided 6ri:a 
plan of acMon. I drilled o sin-tall 
hole 1-1/2' down from the rim 
cylinder and 1/2" to the left, as 
you see in illustration one. We are 
aiming for Phe edge ol I ho lock 
bolt, where the notched cam 
proven is the handle from being 



NAT IONAL 



AUTO LOCK SERVICE, INC. 



National Auto Lock Service, inc. 

offers a wide range of equipment 

and services for the Automotive 

Locksmith. From tools and hard to 

find key blanks to transponder 

programming, we can take the 

mystery out of car service. We 

accept credit card orders, and 

can ship COD. contact us for the 

latest in automotive technology. 
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Garage door Lock-cjt? 



Drill 

1 1/2" down 
and 1/2 H /# 
to the left v 




Illustration 1 



turned. Insert a small screwdriver 
into the bole, and push firmly. You 
are pushing 1-ho com back, to 
bypass Ihe lock bolt as the 
hOhdlo Is turned in the opening 
direction. 

Wo pOtfjd hcavf> drilled to hit tha: 
lock boll, bunt the lock case lb 
tirmly screwed lo the door, wo 
might damage the lock case, so 
that it would need to be 
replaced. The nolo, If It is small;, i; 
can be repaired with a round': 
head wood screw. M you dr iSlod a 
larger hoto.a wood plug and p 
Nitty point will- make a better 
repair. 

Cecil Schctze 
- Wisconsin 



All-Lock VATS Decoder Winner 

This Technitip concerns a problem 
I hod with a Hyundai auto. It seems 
1ha1 Ihe lalch handle linkage will not 
actuate the latch to release the 
door. The door can be opened from 
Ihe outside, bill [ho inskjo handle will 
not release the latch. The problem Is 
the plastic latch rod guide clip. If this 
clip b broken, the latch linkage will 
sag and bend Instead of pulling hard 
enough to release the latch. The 
plastic clip is. definitely not 
repairable, and nearly impossible to 
find, so \ made a guide as you see in 
illustration two. Two washers are filed 
and formed to moke a sliding 111 over 
the latch rod. The washers are held 
to tho door wilh a HO-3? or I/jT-20 
stove bolt. Use the some hole that 
Continued an paga 14 
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Hyundai Latch Problems? 




Lock linkage support 
restores proper operzation 



lllustrulion 2 



was used by the plastic clip you are 
replacing. CarclullY :;osihon l-o 
guide, so It will not bind the rod, and 
tighten il in piece. A lock washer w I 
prevent It from loosening on the 
door. Use a short screw, soil does 
not Interfere with the door panel or 
window operation. After seeing how 
well this Tip works. I'm sure that the 
same principal can be used on 
other similar linkage arrangements. 



F.E. Huey 
California 



SiIcq Keyblanks Winner 

This is a quick Tip for those that 
find 1 ham selves making a key for a 
GM telescope steering column, arid 
suddenly realize that the new 
telescope shaft locking scrow is nol 
the same thread as the older 
models. I found this problem while 
rekeying a 1990 Cadillac. Ihe 
solution to ihe problem was quite 
simple. Cut a ? I/?" length of 3/16" 
boll", and drop It down the center of 
the telescope section of the steering 
shah. Install your regular lock plate 
compressor over this, and tighten rt in 
place. The piece of bolt wilt force 
the locking woodruff key, at the 
bottom of" the telescope shaM r to 
lock the telescope section in place. 
Remove Ihe lock p la to as usual. Be 
careful to note the position of the 
lock plate and horse shoe clip as you 
remove them. They can only be 
installed one way, so be careM, I'm 
sure I his Tip will bo a real help when 
you run across this problem. 

Dale Jenkins 
Missouri 
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ESP Pickset Winnei 

When installing a drive-in r or 
round face latch, use a 3/4" deep 
socket over tho latch to drive on. 
Place the socket over the latch, and 
hammer the socket. This will avoid 
any damage to the latch, and 
prevent hammer marks In the finish 
of ttve door. 

Here is a second Tip, that will help 
you If your are called to "plug" a 
hole In a hollow steel door. The 
easiest m el hod of plugging a ho*o, is 
with a filler ptate like the one shown 
in llluslralion three. The disadvantage 
of this flMer plate, is that it can 
sonic limes sl : p and slide around on 
the door, especially with hollow 



Hole filler plate 



+*q. 




u 51 rai ion 3 



doors. My Tip ta to Install a used 
Kwikset deadbott In the edge bored 
hole of the door. Pass the filler plote 
connecting rod through tho 
actuator hole in the bolt, and secure 
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Cantinuod from pago 14 

the filler plate with the screw 
provided. This will posi lively prevent 
the filler plats from shitting or being 
slid In the hole, The mortised hob In 
the edge of the door is filled by the 
deadboit as an added 
convenience. 

Juanita Ramsey 
Texas 



HPC Pistolpick Winner 

This TochnlHp concerns Iho 
location of key codes on Ford model 
U-Haul Irucks. The U-Haul pooplo 
usually make their own keys, 
because the central office has Curtis 
clippers specifically for [his purpose. I 
guess they hove probtems using the 
code books, because the codes are 
^direct digit/ requiring no 
conversion. The five digit number is 
located on 1ho windshield frame, on 
the passenger side of the vehicle, 
This is a great Tip, It you get a 
chance, to make a key for one of 
these vehicles. 

Paul M, Coleman 
Colorado 



door lift out safe, maybe this 
Tochnllip will help you hoip I hem. 

In commercial use, when fhls sate 
is opened, the head is usually sef 
dawn next to the cylinder, on the 
concrete, floor. Constant use. and a 
little abuse, can cause a number of 
problems. 1 he jarring causes the lock 
cover screws to loosen, which can 
cause a rebeker type lockout, and 
the cover plate can become 
distorted and damaged, requiring 
pre ma lure repair. 

A simple modification to the safe 
head can proven \ all these 
problems, and even save wear and 
tear on the floor surrounding the 
saTo. Simply purchase three rubber 
feet, the type with the screw In the 
center, and attach them to the 
bottom of the safe head, so that the 
head makes a "soft landing* when it 
is set on the concrete floor, Space 
the rubber feet evenly around the 
bottom of the head, about 3/4" In 
from the edge. Se careful when 
drilling and topping the holes for the 
attachment screws. You don't want 
lo drill through one of 1he lock bolls. 

Mite Sullivan 
Florida 



made broken key extractor. Of all 
tho broken key extractors I have 
used, I find that the ones I make 
work botlor, last longer, and ore 
generally superior to any I can 
purchase. 

To make the 'Thompson superior 
key enactor." begin with a 6 inch 
piece of .020" piano wire (music wire 
a* spring wire.) Bend the working end 
to a sharp 1 35 degree angle, as you 
see In Illustration four, then shape the 
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Sieveking E-Z Pull Winner 

If you have ever had a cuslornor 
that awns an Ainsec Star B-C round 



This Technitip concerns a hand 



tip with a grinder to form a thin short 
polnlod barb. Use a bonch grindor 
or hand grinder to shape the point, 
but be careful not to overheat the 
extractor on the grinder, or you will 
draw the temper out at the wire, 
and loarvo tho hook soli. Never use a 
file to shape the tip. The music wire Is 
ortrorncly hard, and will damage 
the teeth of your file. 

To complete the tool. I used a 
Continued on page W 
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Con ihved from page 16 

piece of 1/4" dowel to make a 
handiu Drill a l.ny hole Ihrough tho 
dowel, and bend the music wire as 
you see In illusl ration Ihree. Assemble 
the extractor to the handle with a 
little epo*y H so as nor to loosen. You 
may want Io wrap the handle with 
tape, or heat shrink tubing. 

This extractor slips easily alongside 
Ihc broken key, as you use a Nat pick 
to depress the wafers or pins In front 
of the broken piece. II works almost 
every time. These hooks are 
extremely strong, for their small 
diameter. 

W.W. Thompson 
Georgia 



I used to have a difficufl lime 
trying to Impression locks that had 
been lubricated or were sJicky from 
dirt or gunk. I hat was true until I 
discovered thar aerosol TV tuner 
cleaner or contact cleaner would 
do a fanta&lic job of removing the oil 
and grease from the cylinder. The 
spray can has a handy tube, that 
allows me to direct the spray inlo Ihc 
taryway, to dissolve and flush away 
the gunk and grease of years of 
lubrication, She spray Is safe for all 
plasiics. bul il s still a good idea to 
keep it oft of the painted surfaces as 
much as possible. Tho graphite oil. 



that Is flushed oul of the cylinder, 
can stain the surface of a pain roc J 
door, so use a shop towel io pro l eel 
tho area around the lock cylinder, 
and catch any solvent lhat drips 
irorn the cylinder while you are 
washing it out. 

Irichlorethelene is the primary 
ingredient in most of these contact 
solvents. Use rt only with adequate 
ventilation, For besl results, use a 
spray that does not contain a 
"lubricant." You want to leave the 
cylinder ''dry/ 

Doug West brook 
Iowa 



Extracting broken keys is a regular 
chore with me, but I was constantly 
having problems keeping those tiny 
spiral key extractors chucked up in 
the fool provided for I hem. 

I he tool was also too large to 
carry in my pick case, so I came up 




with a solution that was both secure 
and no larger than a regular pick. 
Simply slip the extractor into a round 
lug solderless terminal and crimp It 
tight, as you see In illustration Ave. It 
will never loosen, will provide a good 
handle, and wflf stand twisting, as is 
necessary wilh I his lype of extractor. 
If you u$e this type of extractor on 
your bench, you can even use the 
ring to keep It handy by hanging It 
on your key board. 

I.qjry Wright 
South Carolina 



I recently had the opportunity to 
open ono of tho now Fire King lateral 
tile cabinets. They use a new style of 
high security key, which you may 
recognize as Tubar. The Tubar lock is 
a lubular type lock, which 
incorporates two sidebars. The key is 
a special flat type key with plunge 
milling from the end. I have not seen 
any blanks for tnls lock, as I am sure 
they are a controlled item, You can 
forget picking these Jewels. You can 
also fergel making or getting a key 
by code. It the key is Inside tho 
cabinet, this is the procedure tor 
opening the cabinet to rolriovo Iho 
keys, (See illustration 6,) 

To open fhfs fiEo cabinet, you must 

GontirtUQd on pa^e 96 
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The Business 
of Locksmithing 

Sana Pfobosco is nol all laughs!: 

Sho is serious about "The Busirie^i of 
LocksmftNng/ 

Ybu shculd bc P loo! 

Did you know that 70% of all 
businesses will fall within ten years? 
Nowaritnvs, oxpcrl knowledge, alone, 
is no guarantee of success. You musl 
bo able to run an efficient business 
operation and make a reasonable 
profit, without pacing yourself out of 
the market. 

No one Is horn with Ihcso skilis. They 
musl bo learned. And the best way to 
learn Is from someone who has 
already been there I That's why Sara 
Probasco Is offering an eight hour 
seminar on The Business of Lock- 
snvhing." to bhore with you her own 
experiences and help you run your' 
business more efficiently and 
profitabiy. 

WHh nearly Ihirty years expefieftce 
as a successful entrepreneur, coupled 
wilh a background of teaching, 
lecturing, and public speaking, Sara 
Probasco can guide you down the 
road to success. 

You have probably enjoyed 
reading Sara's humorous arliclcs, 
Ihrouyh the years. In trie same light- 
hearted manner, sho covers such 
diverse topics as simple record- 
keeping, advertising,, customer 
relations, psychology of selling, 
inventory management, collections. 



store layout, and stress management. 

Working in an Informal format, she 
encourages open participation and 
includes time for questions, answer 
and group discussion, 

her booking and scheduling 
Information or to inquire about fees. 
contact this magazine or circlo I he 
Rapid Reply number en the Rapid 
Reply card. Book Sara Piobasco's "The 
Business of Locksmithing' for your 
organization today. 

Eor FRFF Information 
Cln I* 32 N on Rapid Reply 

Treskat Offers 

Free Locksmith Software 

Treskat USA offers free demo disks 
en several of Ihcir best selling 
locksmith programs. These demos 
include CodcMastcr I he compute- 
rized code book, Perfect Master IV 
lor rnasEorkoying, and Key man the 
key blank cross reference and 
management software. 
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M.K. Morse Lock's 
Do-It- Yourself Kir 

lha Lock installation kil Includes 
I ho I wo rnosl popular (2-1/S' and 1") 
diameters Real McCoy® hole saws 
(wilh a pnlenlod, permanently 
attached arbor) for accurate lock 
Installation in wood or metal doors, 
The bl-molal hole saw offers a 
variable pitch, positive rake design 
for smoalh holes and reduced risk of 
door damage. The standard pack 
contains two kits. 

The M.K. Morse Company 
manufactures a broad range of 
cutting tools, Including bandsaw 
blades, hacksaw blades, hole saws, 
reciprocating and Jig /sab re blades 
and abrasive wheels. 




For FREE In form :itkm 
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Jet Releases 

Catalog 191 Supplement 

Jet Hardware has ju&r released 
their new eight page supplement to 
Iheir Catalog No. 191. The catalog 
compiles 78 new key blanks thai 
were added since Catalog No. 191 
was released early last year. A 
complete universal cross-reference 
between Jot and other 
manufacturers is included In fhis 
public Dior- 

In uddUlon.. Jot has just 
announced live mora new blanks 
added to their line. These keys 
consist of liW6 and TO47 tar Toyota, 
V37 for Volkswagen, and AR-ER 
master blank Jor Arrow sectional 
keyways. In their conlinuing pfogjqm 
to bring to the market the most 
complolo lino of snfo deposit keys, 
Release No. 12 includes their DIE -2 to 



fit Diebold and York safes. Jet is 
continuing a unique service in noally 
incising an idenl Ideal ion number on 
all of their safe deposit keys. 

Copies ol borh the Supplement to 
Catalog 191 and supplement No. 12 
dated January l^i. 1992 are 
available from your distributors or Jet 
Hardware. 

lor Ik I'll: Jntorniiitimi 
Circfe 323 un Rsipid Reply 



Medeco's Patriot 
Defends Customer Security 

Medeco Security locks, Inc., has 
introduced a new high-security lock 
program with its Pairiol Tour ' W. 

This program gives locksmiths the 
advanlago of a unique keyway, a 
simple yet tarn per-resisl ant method 
or key conlrol and key blank 



a 




HPC, inc. 

Designing Excellence and 

Manufacturing Quality 

since 1956 



Click here for more information 




accountabiiily, and a fast, efficient 
way to service customers. 

The Patriot lock program uses a 
customer key control card to obtain 
key duplicates, Tho locksmith, by 
running the card through a data 
machine which Is connected by 
modern to the Medeco Key Control 
Deportment, can verify and 
approve cuslomor requests. Once a 
customer's data has been checked, 
the location of Iho locksmith, Ihe 
number of key duplicates requested, 
and iho data are all Instantly 
recorded at Modeco. Key control 
information is just as easily retrieved, 
and Medeco customers can thus 
keep track of keys without Iho worry 
of bookkeeping, 

1 or FREE Information 
Circle MA on Rapid Reply 



Gil-Ray Tools Freezes 
Cutter Sharpening Rates 

"In O 1 '. effort 1o help jump-si qrt the 
economy, and help our locksmith 

customers remain proTlablc during 
these recessionary times. Gil-Pay 
Tools Inc. of Bay City, Michigan has 
frozen their 1990 sharpening prices 
for dull key machine cutter wheels/ 
announced David J. DeueL 
president of Gil-Ray Tools. "Wo wanl 
to do everything thai wo can to help 
our clients/ he added. 

Gil Ray fools specializes In 
sharpening dulF key machine cutters. 
Their current prrce sheet went Into 
effect In October 1990. This is their 
47th year In the cutter sharpening 
business. 

For FREE Informal ii>n 
Circle 325 on RapUi Reply 

West Coast Chain 
Adds Key-Bak 

Wesf Coast Chain, manufacturer 
of the Key-Bak and Mini-Rak key 
chain retractors announces the 
introduction of a long reach 
retractor. Made in the U.S.A., It 
features a 4B* long stainless steel 
cable which has a brooking srrength 
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of over 95 lbs. and Is of 7x7 strand 
nylon Jacketed construction for 
maximum strength and flexibility. The 
spring retractor mechanism has 
boon tested to over 1GGX>0G cycles 
without failure. This smooth running 
retractor Is enclosed in a rugged 
steel case only 2" in diameter and 
weighs Ick than 7-\f? o/. This makos 
the Long -Reach Key-Bak particularly 
uniquQ by doubling the oxlcnsion 
length of other similar products with 
the same diameter and thickness. 
For FRKK hi formation 
Circle 326 un Rapid Reply 

Buddy's New P.O. P. 
Helps Sell Wallsafes 

Buddy Jr cduc[s of Chicago has 
developed a striking new 3- 
dimensionai point-of -purchase 
display for their popular Wallsafe. 

Loaded with special attention- 
yetting fealures, this heavy duty 
treestandirtg display showcases the 
actual WaNsafe so customers can try 
the combination lock, open the 
piano hinged door and look inside 
the storage compartment. 

Tho top of tho display is done in 
full color showing the Wallsafe's 
important selling points, and It 
features a convenient ~Eake One' 
teor-orf pad with "Easy Installation" 
instructions, 

Each display moasL j ros 18 l/d"Wjf 
10'D x ?0'H and is shipper: wilh 
every carton of four Wallsafes {stock 
#3101,) 
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Kenstan Lock's 
XL Cam Lock 

Kenstan Lock has developed the 
KI3XL Intension Com lock sorios In 
response to customer demand for 
cam locks to sccuro cabinol doors 
thicker than r, The Kl&XL Is 
available in both economical flat 
koy disc lumblors and fop security 
Keyrmatic pin tumbler designs. 

Tho K 1-BXB is designed with 
adjustable extension bolts so there ts 
a solid and tight fitting lock to secure 
any cabinet door up to 3' thick. 

Installation of the K18XL Is oa&y. 



/V'oi drilling a pilot hole, you only 
need to drill two holes for the XL, 
Insert the took, secure It, add 

extension bolts, and tighten. 
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Silca Introduces 
New Toyota Keys 

SiJca Keys U.S.A., Inc. is proud to 
announce the addition of Toyota 
keys and more additions to Ihoir 
Pronto Lino. The TOYJ3 and 1QY43P 
ore primary keys lor Iho r*ow Camry 
and the 1QY44 is the Camry valet 
key. 




\j/ 



The newer long Ford ignition key 
works for bolh \ho HS4 and 1160. In 
our standard Silca line the FOI& has 
been discontinued and is substituted 
by l"he FC?6. In fho Silca Image Line, 
the 001 16 Is now produced in the 
longer version only. 

Another Important price change 
is orroclive immediately on the CH9T 
tubular key which was incorrectly 
^■icod on our last price list. 

Silca is also now equipped to offer 
their Image Line keys in boxes of 250. 

Also, 5ilca announces an addition 
to their staff, Kurt I iptak as Director of 
Services. 

Their 1992 'Car Book" showing 
key usage by car model is in prinl 
now and will bo available soon. 
For FREE reformation 
Circle 329 an Riipid Reply 

Don-Jo Expands 
Wrap- Around Category 

Don Jo Mfg. has recently 
announced the expansion of its 
classic wrap-around en logon/ to 
include a US1QB finish. This is a solid 
bronze based material that is oil 
rubbed to bring it to a lruc 
architecture* grade finish. 



All 10B wrap-arounds come with 
bullt-Fn stainless steel threaded inserts 
Tor maximum latch holding power. 
The 1 OB finish 1$ available on the 
following stew { 1 # 2 t 4 t oh Si , 761) 
and is visual packed for quick 
recognition. All sizes are available for 
immediate delivery, 
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Padlocks Through The Ages 



"Some padlocks contained built-in traps that closed 
with agonizing force on the fingers of a thief" 



Considering the history of locks and 
locksmithing, protection has 
always been the coral canl that tics tho 
past wilh tho present, lor Cenlurlos, 
locksmiths have? allornprod 1o dovl$e a 
maximirn security pooTock. h foci, Ihe 
challenge la "build a hotter lock - ro 
prof eel private property against 
thieves or vandals is ondloss. 

Historians report ot a lock found In 
the ruins of an Assyrian palace more 
Than 40D years ago. This anciont 
device usod roughly The some 
principle as today's pintumbler 
padlocks, but the concept was 
apparently lost or abandoned for 
con furies. 

Tho Greeks invented crude key 
locks, but the keys measured up to 
three Teel h length and were cif ftcutt 
to carry, Early Roman locks woro not 
di redly altached to the door. They 
were removable. like modern 
padlocks, and ornately designed In 
the shapes of animals, birds, fish and 
homed beasts. 

Keyless or "letter locks" wore 
developed by lt>o Chinese. Iheso locks 
were the ancestors of modern 
cornbinalion locks and featured 
several tings around the lock's barrel. 
Letters, numbers or symbols were 
featured on each ring. Whon I ho rings 
were moved to O pre-arrangod 
dignment, I ho lock would open. 

Indian civilisation produced the 
famous Hindu " puzzle" locks. bull I in 
the form of a bird revered for Its 
cunning. Those devices were called 
puzzle locks because fhoro was no 
obvious keynote. 

With Ihe Hindu lock, the keyhole b 
cleverly concealed under ono of tho 
wings. Other puzzle locte were opened 
by pressing on cor \dn parte of Ihe lock 
case; often several ports had to bo 
pressed at once or in a pre-arrargod 
rotation. 

While each of those oorly locks 
provided a lovel ot protection, the 
actual securely value was limited. 
However, there was a growing need 
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for locks bo I ween the 15th and 16th 
centuries especlaiy in tho European 
kingdoms. 

Whon Lu rope an royalty sill I hold 
power', locksrnithing was the rage for 
nobi ity. Talented artists and sculptors 
created decorative lock plates and 
hinges to socuro the* dweings against 
thievery. King Louis XVI of France 
occupied many hours in his palace 
workshop designing and hulnrig Jocks. 

In contrast la today's emphasis on 
utlHIy. these locks wore designed in 
beautiful lace !<e patterns. 

Early locksmiths also developed 
Ingenious, hut punishing safeguards, 



So mo padlocks contained buill-in 
spring traps thai closed with agonizing 
force around 1h& Angers of a thief, One 
unique lock siamped a branding 
symbol Into a thtof's head lo mark him 
for easy Sdenllflcatlon at a later date. In 
addition there wore locks which 
exploded small bombs, released 
poisonous gases or sounded shrill 
alarms. 

The f*rm "padlock" has two 
possible meanings. In the Middle 
English language, m padtokke" meant 
portabte iock r based en ihe two words 
"pad" or baskot P and lokke* or a 
mefci Ctevlce to complete a circle. 

Anolhor variation of the word 
"podiock" was defined In the Dark 
Age$, when highway robbers or 
robbers on fool wore known as "pads.' 
Tho 'lock* or device usod to keep out 
a "pad" became known as a 
padlock, 

Dospilo Ihe clever, or even deadly 
security precautions, Ihleves or burglars 
hold (ho upper hand. Padlocks were 
no maleh for a Strong arm wielding a 
heavy hammer . 

Seventy years ago, a Milwaukee 
locksmith named Horry E, Soref 
recognl/od tho need for strong, 
durable security, and n 1921 Invented 
the "Master Laminated Padlock." 

Sore* designed the padlock '* outer 
shotl with multiple layers of lough steel 
to protect fho delicate locking 
mechanism, The layered stool plates 
were bonded, one atop another, to 
form a virtually impenetrable shield. 

The laminated padlock thus 
rovoMtonliod Iho lock industry, offering 
maximum protecttori at a reasonable 
prtce. 

Since the introduction of the 
laminated padlock 70 years ago. 
Master Lock Company has grown 
dramatically, ihe product line has 
been groony oxpanded; national 
advert i$ing conlfnuos to strengthen 
Master Lock brand awareness, and 
pfomoHonci programs have become 
more sophisticated. § 
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Padlocks By American 



"American Lock recently introduced the 10 through 50 
Series padlocks which fill a market need." 



American Lock Company lakos 
pride In the many now products 
they have Introduced Into tho padbek 
market; the samo pride John Junkunc 
had when he Invented Iho first koylo$5 
(combination) padlock shortly after his 
arrival In the Untied Slates in 1912, 

Over the years American Lock 
Company has had many new 
product* Introduced Into tho padlock 
marker. Re cause of the aggressive 
padlock market. American Lock 
recerifry in I reduced the 10 through 50 
Series padlocks which rill the need for 
superior performance locks at o 
modest price. 

Sottas 10 and 30 are avoiabto Sn 1 
3/4" and 1-1/2" wide body Ihfe Series 
features a sofid aluminum body with 
case hardened corrosion resislanl 
plated steel shackle and double bam 
lockir>g mechanism. This product series 
enhances American Lock Company's 
durable "All Purpose" product 
category. 

Series 20 and 40 aro available in 1 ■ 
3/4" and 1-1/2" wide body. This Series 
features a solid brass body with case 
hardened corrosion resistant plated 
si col shackle and double ball locking 
mechanism. This product series is 
positioned In tho Woafhorbullt 
category of American Lock padlocks 
which te Ideal for outdoor applications, 
harsh weather and envlronmontol 
conditions. 

Series 50 is available in a 2" wide 
body, this Series features a solid sleeP 
body with case hardened corrosion 
resistant plated stool shackfe and 
double bail locking mechanism. This 
Series of tors versatility and prctoclivo 
strength and complements the 
American Lock Company Professional 
Series irie. 

Al American lock Company's 10 
through 50 Series boxed padlocks may 
be ordered wilh American Lock's 
keyed alke and master keyed systems 
Also offered is Master Lock®> Com- 
pany's IK keyway to service exlsljng 
established syslems, Serbs 10 through 




The American Lock 20 and 40 series. 

50 Is available bo^ed Of carded. 

Most recently introduced in the 
American Lock Company product line 
is Iho Key Advantage Program™. This 
program offers the convenience of 
Model #3600 and #3700 padlocks 
keyed to one of four popular door 
keyways: Kwikset®, Schlage®, Arrow, 
or Vale. 

The Key Advantage™ Series i$ 
avalable In I-3/d* and 2" wide body 
padlocks. thte series features a solid 
one-piece oxlrudod brass body wtlh 
hardened alloy sleel chrome plated 
shackle and double ball locking 
mechanism, 

Wilh ihfc prog rem. consumers and 




Tho model SO, 




The. Key Advantage display board, 

businesses alike can eliminate the extra 
keys needed for securing gates, 
storage sheds, btkes H etc. Easy 
rophning provides Iho proper keving 
service to nt those popular door locks 
and the convonlonce of only one key 
tor all your security needs. Servicing 
roaui omont$ ore clearly oxptanod on 
the package. 

American Lock Company has pride 
In iho American made products 
produced here, as well as pride in 
being a manutacturer of podocks for 
over 75 years. 

For more information contact : 
American Lock Co,, 3400 W, Exchange 
RxL aole, IL60417. (70S) &M-2000 § 
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Review 



There are many padlocks available in today's market. Therefore, there is cer- 
tainly a product available to fit any purpose and price range. By being aware of 
Lht: range of padlocks offered tt> _v , t>u 1 you can best help your customer choose the 
right product. Here is a good sampling of padlocks. Although there is n\ space to 
show each lock made, this is a good overview, Feci free to circle the numbers of 
interesting products on the Rapid Reply card. You'll receive information from 
the manufacturer. 




Abus Original 
Diskus Padlocks 

Abus Lock Company 
offers the Abus Original 
Diskus Padlnck lire; whith 
ClulslsLh uf .six unique models 
ui]d s-l/.gk. ITi*; ft] BLurc k nf ihis 
padlock line include a s-t^iinLuss 
steel body, hardened steel 
shackle that is highly pick 
resistant in design, minimizing 
al Backs by boh cutters, saws, 
files t etc. Each padlock is laser 
welded for superior siren ^th 
and carries a lifetime warranty. 

Abus also manufactures 
I wo sizes of hasps and staples 
lhat arc designed specifically 
lo provide maximum, security 
when used in uonJLLTiLLi-on with 
tl]i: Diskus Ptwllock. 




For FREE Iuform:i lion 
Cirde2,SS mi Km E j id K^ily 
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A] muni's Two 
Kekey Padlocks 

The Almont Lock Com- 
pany has two different sizes of 
padlock bodies: 1-1/2" and 1- 

3/4" body. The padlocks have 
various leneth shackles made 
dJ" eiibuT burdened slecl or 
solid brass. 

r [Tiey nUer several different 
key ways including Schlsge, 
Yale, KwikS-tt, Weiscr, and 
Saj^nl " n S." Also planned for 
product unl I Lite: ;his year tliu 
Sargent "LA" key way. 

The rekuyufrle design fae^ 
ilitates easy keying of ihe lock 
intn utliei security dev ices which 
LtiuJT CtJStonOT ttl&y almatly use. 
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Alten Corporation 
Padtock Security 

Los* M aslu-r r - H J'toiti Allen 
Cnrpnralinn, lk designed for 
roll- up lype doors using the 
Todco/Global style latcliDs. 
Commonly used on light 
trucking operation and inner 
city delivery trucks, Loss 
Master can he. used on must 
swing, out lype doors by using 
ibe existing hardware if a 2" 
padlock with a 5/16" shank is 

1JSL\L 

Loss Master does not 
require installation and can 
easily travel with the driver 
instead of die truck. It deters 
theft and tampering by 
nlTering solid lock protection. 
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American Lock T s 
Shrouded Shackle 

American Lock Company's 
new Model #5300 and H5360 
p&dlocki offer maximum 
security with a protective 
shrcv.nl 10 prevent shackle 
cuuing. Made cif f>n ) id sIdc| f 

tllUSe tWO TLCiW locks (1-3/^-" 

and 2" wide) feamre American 
Lock Company \h faciinus 
double IjliI I lucking mediani sm F 
recommended by the National 
Crime Prevention Institute. 

Rekeyable and 

interchangeable cylinders add 
to theprndnet'H KerviueabilUy. 

Available hoaetl nr carded 

(1-3/4" ynly - Model 

#530OCC), these new padlocks 
enhance American Lock 
Company's leading edge in the 
solid steel market. 
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Arkon Resources 
Plastic Key Lock 

Card Lock™ p new frum 
AiltttTi R e s-o u tc \i s , is an 
innovative padlock that 
utilizes a credit card-size 
plastic Card Key in place of a 
traditional rncul key. 

Anyon c who H 15 •. : u n ■:■■. L .* 
slandard padlock know* thai 
111 £ Lai keys are easy to lose, 
and lock combinations are just 
as easy to forget. Card Lock, 
however, avoids ihcsc pil falls 
wiih Ms ingenious Card Key 
which can be conveniently 
tarriiMl in a wallet or pocket. 
Simply insert the {.lard Key 
inLu the Card Luck, and Lhc 
Lock is opened. 
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CCL's 400 Series 
S^samee Padlocks 

CCL Security Products' 
400 aeries Scsamee Keyless 
Padlocks arc ideal for outdoor 
and marine use, where 
complete security and 
{.-onveme litre it required. 

Padlocks fealure solid 
brass bodies with all brass 
interna] mechanisms and arc 
available with chrome plated^ 
hardened steel shackle* ibat 
resist sawing, or brass 
shackles that are non- 
corrosive, both wiih I" or 2 
1/4" clearances. The padlock 
is also available with a chrome 
plated brass body and brass 
shackle, 
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Falcon's Heavy 
Duty Padlock 

Falcon Lock offers a heavy 
duty. 2" solid brass padlock 
wiih key retaining feature in 
both standard cylinder and 
interchangeable core types, 
available with 1\ 2'* or 6" 
shackle. The standard type 
accepts 5, 6 or 7 pin cylinders 
wiihoul module al ion. The l/C 
type accepts 6 or 7 pin 
i nleiLbangeablc ewes- 

This padlock meets or 
exceed the requirements of 
Federal Specification FF-P- 

icic-EPcr. 
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I .SDA's Laminated 
Steel Padlocks 

I.MiA's laminated steel 
padlocks, sold only through 
locksmith dealers, feature 
chrome plated hardened slecl 
shackles, double ball locking 
security, and pin tumbler 
cylinders with solid brass 
key ways. 

These laminated padlocks 
come in four different case 
widths ranging from l-l/4 N to 
2 HI . Each lock is individually 
boxed in attractive packaging 
designed for easy keying 
identification. 

The z-inc plated galvanised 
laminates are individually 
rust-proofed and rivetted 
together for a longer life. 
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Master Padlock 
Enhances Security 

The New No 31 rrom 
MasltT [jjck is an affnTcl-able 

padlock thai feaLuics a 1-1/2" 
wide body, wiih lhc improved 
security of five-pin -tumbler 
cylinders, Idea] for applies linns 
requiring numerous padlocks 
and keys, such as fleets* 
conimcjeial/iTLdLLSLiiiil J'aciluies 
and safety lockouts. 

The new No, 31 features: a 
five-pin -tumbler cylinder with 
over 10,000 possible key codes,, 
1-1/2" wide laminated steel 
padlock body, case-hard ened 
steel shackle, and CKtra-lcnglh 
shackle, Lcilcircd bumper nption 
and full keying availabul ry. 




New Standard 
Expands Line 

The New Standard 
Manufacturing co.. line has 

expand L-d in offer a wide 
selection uf large section 
re key able padlocks. Models in 
1-3/4" and 2" bodies are 
available which accept the 
following widely used 
cylinder systems; Sehlae.c 
knob tyi>e cylinders, Sargent 
& Aito* knob Lype cylinders* 
Kussu-in/Corhin knob lype 
cylinders^ Yale knob type 
cylinders* Best type l.C. 
cylinders, Kiksswin/Corbin 
l.C. cylinders and Medeco 
l.C. cylinders. 

Of particular intercut is the 
new NKR-CV. dual function 
padlock, available in all 
models. 
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A bus Introduces 

"All-Weather" Locks 

Abos Lock Company 
recently introduced the new 
84 Series "Tough Security" 
Line of "All -Weather" 
padlocks. These attractive 
padlocks aie built to withstand 
the mo tit adverse weather 
conditions white providing 
security you can depend on. 

The body arid double- 
locking shackle are solid 
brass t and feature a rugged h 
protective black vinyl sheath 
over the entire body. Bronze 
springs in cylinder assure rust- 
free operation. All locks carry 
1 1 Ml Lime. warranLy, 
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Almont Lock 
Re-Keyable Padlocks 

Almont Lock Company's 
padlock design allows for fasl 
and easy repinning of lhc pad- 
locks. With l heir newly re- 

designed wire retaining tool it's 
easier to rekey their padlock's. 
For master keying or for keying 
into an existing key syslcm b 
simply notch a key and insert the 
wire to change. pins or shackles. 
Another plus is Lhc lock is 
built with a boxly made from 

K.ilkl \a\ Iu;ls.-; .i:n.i :':\l- shaMcs 
made either of hardened steel or 
solid brum* The padlock is a key 
retaining type for greater 
security, 
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Interchangeable 
Cores By American 

American l^ck Company 
is pleased lo announce ftll 
addition to lls safety lock-out 
sysucm — interchangeable core 
padlocks (Model tf3l05, 
*t3106, and *3l07). These 
padlocks provide the ability 
for American Lock 
C u inp an y ' s c o ] or - u o d ud 
.: s I '■■■ ks to accept Besc 
Lock™, Arrow, Falcon®, 
Eagle and Lockwood 
cylinders. 

Available in si* colors (red,. 
blue, green, yold, din-anodic, 
and black), these 1-1/2" wide 
aluminum body p adits cks 
provide the versatility So adapt 
lo all your Safety Lock-Out 
needs. These padlocks are also 
available in Llircu. .k h j* l k I c 
lengdis. 
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Keyless Padlocks 

CCL Security Product 
oilers a complete versatile line 
of keyless securiny padlocks. 
The Sesamee series fcatuius 
up to 10,000 possible 
combinations "which can be 
easily set and reseL, 

Sesamee padlocks are 
manofaLLored with solid brass 
inLcnial c: i-l-j_ Illu iL>;c: i :-i and suLid 
brass or durable black epoxy 
finished pressure cast bodies, 
The hardened steel or solid 
brass shackle have clearance 
(ifll/lfi", 1" or 2-1/4", 
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LSDA's Solid 
Brass Padlocks 

LSDA's solid brass 
padlocks are sold only through 
louks-ToiLb dealers. The pin 
lUToblei cylinders with solid 
l?rass key ways and solid Ittuss 
bodies jnake these padlocks 
highly corrosion and rust 
resistant. The double locking 
hardened slcel s h a l l< 1 e-s are 
chrOmc plated and arc 
available in standard si*e or 
the longer 2- 1/2 HI size. 

LSDA brass padlocks 
come in five case widths 
ranpn^ from 3/4 M lo 2". Each 
lock is individually boK.cd in 
aLLraclivc packaging designed 
(ot easy kuyin^ idcnlii'italkrn 
and comes with two nickel 
plated keys. 




I-'hH" H4KK Information 
Circle 299 on Rsipld Kb ply 



Master's Hiyh- 
Security Locks 

The 2000 Scries 
com hi n a L i cm pmll ock s frd m 
MaSLer Look are specially 
designed Lo secure employee 
lockers, storage area doors, 
gate entrances, truck doors and 
other industrial applications. 

The 2000 Series more than 
doubles convcnlional 

combination lack security,, 
based on pull, wedge and 
shear test. And the patented 
three- steel -ball dead bo It 
locking mechanism secures 
the shackle against prying and 
guards against shimming or 
rapping. 
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Installation Tools 
The Professionals Choice 
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Servicing Lexus 



"Fej, L*?-o« £eyj can he mtuie without an existing key and 
without knowing ihe cuts*'* 



One of the necessities of tho 
trade seems to be having Iho 
ability 1o opon and /or make koys for" 
anything, especially Iho 

unoxpoclod, NOW! Vehicles using 
high security keys and locking 
syslems, for example, sometimes 
require Immediate action. Shorlly 
before writing this arllclo. I wos 
called upon to mako koys tor two 
1992 Cadillacs with Oirbags and 
VAIS, open one 1991 Lexus 400, ono 
1992 L540a one 1*92 SC400: rokoy a 
(990 Lexus ES?50, and make koys few 
a \992 L53Q0. And all this work was 
referred to rno by tho donlofs. 

With the ablJlly to gol koy 
rtuinbeis ana" keys from Iho 
manufacturer why did the dealers 
go lo a locksmith? They noodod II 
done NOW! Was I p/eporetf? Yes! 
The odds may seem high io get so 
many calls at once to do high 
security car jobs, Bui while the 
ehancos may seem slim, whan lhal 
customer caNs It is profitable io bo 
able to respond lhal you con do tho 
Job quickly and cofrectiy, 

Yes, Lexus koys can be made 
without an existing key or knowing 
the cuts. But before actually making 
the key let's take a look at what 
makes up the key and Ihon a tow 
helpful fools that wiJl aid us onco wo 
get to the service location, 

Tho key is similar to a 4-track 
sidewinder, excopr the cuts go down 
Iho center of tho koy in* load of on 
the oulsido edge, there ore 6 cuts 
and 5 depths on bolh Iho loft and 
right sido or the key {See Wustiafion 
U 

From The locks thai wore 
inspected, adjacent cuts wore novor 
more than 2 drops apart and 
opposite cuts (cuts left/right at the 
same space) were always equal to 
or less lhan 8 whon <jdd&d together, 
The icason for Iho spacing 
dii fere nee on opposite cute is lo 
□(low ihe guide and culler, and Iho 
wafer's tab thai fides on Ihe koy to 
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LEFT 
SIDE 




RIGHT 
SIDE 



UlusUStJon 1: The Lexus key la cut 
from the center outward. Notice Hqw 
the lacking rises Item the edge of Ihe 
blade to first space. 



pass unrestricted down tho conlor ol 
Iho koy. 

the locks are tho wafer variety 
and utiH/o split wafers. Different from 
other high security tumblers is the 
small tab inside the wafer. This is Ihe 
pail lhal msts on the key and 
determines the drop for lhal space, 
This lab is chiseled top and boltom 
and is very doUcate. It Is for 1 his 
reason lhat normal irnprcssioning is 
noi recommended. (Soo 

photograph?.) 

ki 1 




EtflfftHMW 

2. This lock system us&s whole and spirt 
wafers. The small labs at the center ol 
the wafers are what ride on the key and 
determine the depth of the cut 



From Ihe locks observed, ali Ihe 
wafers are stamped with a numbor r 
ranging from I to 5, corresponding 

with the depth lor that space. (I 



should noto lhat I have soon and 
measured koys with the 1 cut, but 
have hoi had tho opportunity to 
dismantle a lock with this depth, 
While cfoplhs ? through I> had a 
corresponding number stamped on 
tho wafer, I assume that the number 
1 wafer follows suit. But we oil know 
what ossumo moans.) Thus far, all 
number 4 water's hove had a notch 
cut In tho top that straddles a 
corresponding bor or rise In tho plug 
housing. 

Examining tho locks showed that 
tho door locks, contained wafers in 
spaces 2 thiough 7. Spaces b and 7 
had spirt tumblers, and Iho resl of iho 
tumblors followed the right side of 
ihe key, (See tfktshalt'on 3.} 
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Iflunrillon 3: 
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Lock versus tumbler 



The glove box contained spaces 
5 through 8, and no split wafers. 
Space$ S ond 7 wore on the left side 
of Ihe koy, ond $pacos 6 and 6 were 
on the right side. 

The trunk lock that I examined 
contained spoce$ 2 ond A Ihrough 8. 
Spaces 6 and 7 had split wafers. The 
rest of the wafer* followed the right 
sido of th^ key^ 

Finally, the Ignition contained 
waters (n spocos 1 through 7. Spaces 
! , ? and 3 had split wafors. the rosl of 
the wafers folbwod the right side of 
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the key. 

With the above in for ma Hon we 
can better formulate a method for 
generating a key. From Ihc key churl 
It's easy to see that the door lock 
contains most of the nooded 
Information, plus, It Is the easiest lock 
to remove. The door lock conical ns all 
bul curs 1 right and teft, 2 left, 3 left 
and 6 right. Ihe 0th cur Is in rho Irurik 
and glove box only, and can be 
progressloned- 

Tho ignition, however, leaves us 
with cats l r right ond left, and 2 and 
3, lo(L to derive (all of these cuts are 
split wafers). The Ig nation cannot bo 
removed wlthoul a koy. It is, 
therefore, necessary to find an 
alternate means to complcle Ihc 
key. 

Further inspection of the Ignition 
revealed that if cuts 1 left and 3 lofl 
wore known, cuts 1 right and 2 left 
could be progressionod. This loavos 
us wilh '? culs thai, wilh a yjucially 
prepared key, can be Impressioned. 

Fundamentals Of Cutting The 
Lexus Key. While a bsl oversimplified, 
dup lien ting a I exus key is done by 
cutting away the center of a key 
blank thai isn't present on Ihe 
original key. lt J s been the practice 
with originating high security keys to 
use death kovs. With Ihe Lexus. 



however, using depth keys Is not only 
a tittle confusing but demands an 
uncommonly steady hand to avoid 
cutting adjacent and opposing 
Crighr/lolT) cuts too deep or at all; 
and making sure that the guide path 
is wide enough for the guide and 
wafer's tab to follow. 

lo avoid rhoso problems we 
obtained and used Sllca's Lexus key 
code cutting vice. With this tool we 
were able to cut Lexus koys more 
quickly ond ofrlcienlly than by using 
depth keys. The dial -in depths also 
made it easy lo koop track of the 
progress during the irnpressloning 
and progressing parts of making the 
key. And depths also made it easy to 
keep track of the progress during the 
irnpressloning and progressing parts 
of making the key. And when 
finished, the cuts and spaces were 
available foe recording. (See 
photograph 4.) 

Equipment And Supplies. Having 
1he right tools always makes the Job 
easier. For making the key to the 
Lexus I used: 

Sllca Club with Lexus guide and 
cutter: Silca Lexus koy cutting vice 
(Code D70816&ZB): Lexus key blanks; 
Solder; Propane torch; Magnifying 
glass; Auto tool kit; Dremmel tool; 2 
Lexus oreo kevs. 
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4, The Silca Lexus key vice, 

Preparation. As I stated earlier, 
irnpressloning Is not a recommended 
technique for making Lexus keys. The 
small lab that rides on the key blade 
Is fragile and may be easily 
damaged. This weakness Is 
compounded by the split wafers. 

In order lo Impression the 1 and 3 
left cuts in the Ignition, therefore, ft Is 
necessary to make a key that will 
accept marks wilhoul much force. 
To accomplish this, we filled positions 
1 ,2 and 3 left, and 1 right with solder. 
This softer manorial gave us the 
impression marks we were looking for 
without damaging the wafers. Wo 
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SRi and Steve Young are working 
together to bring you the best in 
ocksmith tools and supplies. 
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mado Iwo of Ihoso keys before we 
teftforthejob iite. 

Making ihc Lexus prep keys: To 

make the prep keys, we set up the 
SJIca vice per inslruclions. AN spacos 
were set to a 5 depth except spaces 
1 ,7 and 3 IofL and 1 right which were 
set to a 1 depth. {Spacing for this 
article was done from bow to tip.) To 
make the cuts r Ihc guide and cutter 
were positioned over the 
appfopriale space artd a plunge cut 
(a cut conning straight down) was 
mode inlo the key. This wos done to 
both sides of two keys. (See 
photograph 5.} 

Once the keys were cut, they 
were placed In a bench vice and, 
using a propane torch, filled in with 
solder (See photograph 6.) Using a 
cutting wheel on a dremmol tool, we 
recul I he center groove of the key; 
and flattened the surface of the key 
with a file. With some practice, we 
were able to produce prep keys 
void of air bubbles and flaws. {Soo 
photograph /,) 

Making Keys to the ES30G. We 
wore able fo work on a 199? . oxus 
ES300 A door. The ignition and door 
locks are the same as the ES^OO. All 
ot the vehicles examined had a 
rcmolo lock /unlock syslem operaled 
vta a push button transmitter located 
in fho bow of I ho maslorkcy. {Sec 
photograph &.) 

Opening The Vehicle. On all 
Lexus' we found what the dealer 
rclerred to as the "smart locking 
system/ Simply put, once the 
vehicle has been locked, should 
there be an attempt to unlock ih 
without remote activation or 
manually with the key, the system will 
automatically and instantly relock 
Ihc doors. 

To unlock the 300, we found It 
possible to pull the passenger 
window back and wedge it open. To 
do this, we pfioced a piece of 
cardboard over the car body and 
I rim al ihc window. Then using a 
straight blade screw driver we gcnlly 
pried the window out and inserted a 
wedge to keep it open. 

Ihen using a long metal rod, we 
hit ihc clcclric lock switch on the 
inside of the door. Door locks open,. 
then quickly relocked because ot 
the smart locking syslem. In order lo 
open It we had to pull up on the 
handle as quickly as possible, 
catching Iho door before It 
relocked. It took a couple of tries 
betore we gained access to the 
vehicle. (Soo photograph PJ. 

Making The Key, To make tt>e key 




5. Plunge cuts made using SI lea vice. 




6. Filling the prep key with solder 




7. The finished prep key. 




jj§*- 



8. ThQ 1992 Lg*us ES300. 




9, Opening can be accomplished 
after pulling the window back and 
hitting the electric lock hutton. 

wo first removed the driver's door 
lock. Removing Iho door panel 
required taking out only a few 
screws, one of which was hidden 
bonoalh a small piece of fabric in 
the arm rest pull handle Two Iwo- 
piece plastic buttons were at the 
outside edge of the panel. Gonily 



Click on border to view new company or issue 



nIaItIiIoInIaIl 



AUTO LOCK SERVICE. INC. 




© A »r 



M 



ai or 



ANUf ACTUATING, #JG. 




STRATTEC" 



rrv Tk. 



I RESOURCES .TvC 



LodumHil 



lifting and removing tho confer 
button allowca I ho ln. r ger perimeter 
pari robe pulled out. 

The doof handle trim was gently 
pried off at the top and bottom of 
Iho lock button side. The small 
speaker cover at fho fop right part 
of the door was aba priori off. 

Using a door panel tool we lifted 
the door panel off the door and 
disconnected the threo clod Heal 
connectors underneath, (See 
photograph JO,} The removed panel 




"lOThroe connectors must be remov- 
ed before door pan&l is removable, 
exposed another metal panel held 
in with three screws. After these 
&crows were removed the panel 
casi;y dipped out from behind the 
plastic shccling. (3"ee photograph 




11. Another metal panel is 
underneath ihc door panel, 

A small hole in the door allowed 
accoss to the lock and handle 
retaining screws. Using a 10 mm 
socket we removed rhe lock 
retaining screw from the handle. 
(See photograph 1 2.) Taking the lock 




12. Removing the door lock retaining 
screw, 
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out required a slight clockwise twist 
to disconnect it from the handle. 
Two small harnesses allached to 
5wlrchos on the lock had to bo 
carefully removed from the harness 
holders and connectors Inside the 
door, (Sco phofograptt I 3.) 




13. The door lock complete with 
switches and wiring harnesses. 

With the lock removed, we were 
ablo to disassemble It, read tho cuts 
and make a door key, (See 
photograph 14,} To properly cut the 




14. The door lock contains tumblers 
in spaces 2 Ihrough 7. 

key it is extremely important to 
distinguish exact Jy what side, lofl or 
right, of Iho key the water Is traveling 
on. To make it easy we set up the 
key chart displayed earlier (Soo 
illustration 15.) Finishing the door key 
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Illustration 15: Determine Iho depth 
space and side of key for ihe door 
lock^ and mark Ihcm down. 



we progressed the trunk /glove box 
key and prepared for the Ignilion. 
Completing rho koy required the 
final (our cuts from the ignilion, 

To do this we sot up two more 
charts using the information 



oblainod Ihrough the door lock. 
[hese charts were usod \o cut our 
prep key. Etocauso only half the key 
is used on the rig hi and lofl r.irio 
when it is put Into the lock, we 
designated an "A* and ~B* side to 
our key. Uy doing so r we wore ablo 
to remain consistent with where the 
Jock was Impressloning. As the key Is 
inserted Into the ignilion, we 
designated * A" as the left side ot the 
key (as we face the ignilion), and 
U B" as iho right side. Marking the top 
of the bow helped make sure the 
key was Insorled the same way all 
the time, (See photograph }6 and 
illustration J/.} 







16. The ignition is dash mounted and 
almost identical to the Toyota Camry. 
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II I ual ration 17: Breaking dawn Ihe key 
into an "A" and "B" side helped lo keep 
the impreagioning and consilient . 



Following these chart* for selling 
up the prep key made irnpressioning 
possible. Where the "XV aro„. wo put 
the cuts wo knew exfsted from tho 
door and trunk locks, {See illustration 
13.) 

Then following what we learned 
about adjacent and opposite cuts, 
wo filled in the rest of the cuts por 
the chart's requirement of either tho 
shallowest or deopcsl cur possible 
for Ihc given location. Re member: 5 
is the shallowest cut, while 1 is the 
deepest. The circles showed us 
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Illustration 18. Selling tha&e charts 
helped duturrninc how the prep would 
be prepared lor culling. 



whore cuts exist that are not being 
utilized on that position In the lock. 
{Soo itiuslration }$ 

Once we completed the charts, 
wo cut the prop key, marking the 
"A' and H B' side, After cutting, we 
examined She l arid 3 loft cuts of I he 
U A" side with a magnifying glass. 
Ihese are the only two cuts we 
needed to impression, and we 
wanted to check those cut* for 
markings before we made Ihc first 
attempt. 

We Inserted the key into the 
ignition with the *A J side to our lefl. 
We turned the key towards the "ON' 
position, and wiggled the key up 
and down. This left adequate marks 
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Illustration 19: Utilizing trie rules 
regarding adjacent and opposite cuts, 
we were able to delermine Ihe 
preliminary ignilion lock cuts For 
Impression ing and progressing. 
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Illustration £0: Once Im press loncd, the 
correct cms ere recorded end used lo 
help delermine Ihe final two cuts. 



at our two positions. To belter view 
Ihe marks wo used mo magnifying 
glass. 

When the two positions were 
Impressloned, the Ignition turned to 
Ihc accessory position. Do not fores 
it further! 

At this point we wrote down the 
depths we gol onto the original 
chart used for the door lock. From 
this point were able to progression 
the final two culs. (Sao illustration 
20.) 

Slarting on mo "B" side of Ihc key r 
we worked on the 2 left cut. The 
idea here was to cut one drop at a 
time at this position until the key did 



not tiitn. Again, do no) use lore®, 
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Illustration 21: The final culs ere made 
and recorded. 
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Removing Glove Box Plugs 



"Tfce Squeeze Lock Plug Remover works every time and 
there are no special skills needed. " 



Once again Frank Markisello has 
created a tool that will become 
a legend In locksmith tool history. Ho is 
responsible for several good loo Is 
manufactured by Anblo Locksmith. 

His previous offerings Includod tools 
to remove ignition cylinders on GM, 
Ford, and Chrysler automobiles. He 
was also responsible for an Ace type 
force tool as well as a GM door and 
trunk lock power device. Ail rhose 
tools work efficiently and do what 
they were made to do, but I his new 
implement in my opinion, Is the best 
rool he has made so fan 

Frank has designed a most 
remarkable and diabolical tool which 
will remove al squeeze lock glovo box 
p..,gs from G.M., Ford, AMC, Jeep, 
and Chrysler vehicles In less 1han 15 
seconds. Its design incorporates a 
syslem which utilizes Iho locks' spring 
loaded plungers as a holding and 
pivot polnt r I he tool Is self-aligning 
and almost automatic. It Is incredibly 
simple to use. 

Tho Squeeze Lock Plug Remover 
woft s every lime and there are no 
special skills needed to work if. \t Is era 
of those toois that you say to yourself, 
"Why didn't I think of thai?' The tool 
can be used In tho dart, if needed, 
right on Nie glove bo* door with no 
damage to tho lock cylinder or labs. 

.'I rakes longer \o read about using 
the Instrument than to use tho toof on 
the glove bo* lock. I will break the 
operalion into four parts; the last parr 
being the making of the key and ttie 
reinstallation of the lock plug. 

First, slide the tool over the lock 
and depress me squeeze plungers 
and lot ft>e pJungors pop into the two 
holes In the looL fhls wil hold I he tool 
in prace and property align the 
Angers. (See photograph I.) 

•Second, flip the tool up to a 
straight position making sure the loot's 
flat surface hofwoon Ihe fingers 
comes Into contact with the plug. At 
this point the two fingers will be 
posrNoned correctly behind I he plug 

42 The National Locksmith 




1. Step 1: Squeeze the lock to depress 
the plungers, place the tool over the 

loc< release it and have the plungers 
fit into the holes in the side of the tool, 

hold -.a lahr*. (See photograph P.) 

Third r hold the looJ in the upright 
position while turning the knob at the 
top so the fingers do not slide out from 




I he labs. Ihe ringers will open the tabs 
and the shaft will push the plug oul, 
(See photograph 3.) It [s all In the 
engineered Mming of the parts. Aflor 
using the tool, back the knob out so 
the prcssuie is off the fingers. Now the 
tool Is ready for the next job. Simple, 
diabolical, and efficient. 

The last step is to remove the plug 




2, Step 2: Flip the tool to the straight 
position so that the fingers engage the 
locking tabs and hokf in this position. 



3. Step 3: Hold the tool straight while 
turning the knob at the top of the tool; 
Hie plug will automatically slide out of 
the front of the housing. The Inner 
shaft will push it out. Afte* 1 using, back 
off tha knob to be ready for next time. 

and generate a key. Usually the first 
wafer in this plug is not a combination 
type wafer: but a retaining wafer and 
not part of the key corn binal ion. 
When the glove box key Is generated, 
If can be used to make a door or 
hunk key depending on the type of 
car you are working on. 

To ropkace the plug, Just slide It Into 
the lock housing and It wilt cfick into 
placo. The price of Ihe tool wNI be 
around $40. It will pay for Itself the 
second time you use It. You wllF 
eliminate broken lock tabs and cut 
fingers. Open and Rrospor. 

For more Information, contact; 
Frank Mart; Hello, Aabfe Locksmplh, 91- 
10 Liberty Ave.. Ozone PnrV, NY 11417 
(71© 847- 1377.1 



Click on border to view new company or issue 



SCHWAB CORP 



rrv ^ 



I R650URCE5 iNC 




STRATTEC" 



Mini- 



ASP 




K 



I ANLSFArfTLJfllNfi, *JC. 



LodmnMi I 



Safes & Vaults 



In this section you will read about some of the 
manufacturers serving the locksmith. 



Adesco Sate Mfg. Co. 

Ad e sco Safe Mfg, Company Is a 
typical example of the ups and 
downs of an American small business. 
In 1948 I ho founders of Adesco safe 
manufacturing company became 
port of the safe Industry In a small 
garage In Comptoa California. Glenn 
Ho lis stated Star Manufacturing and 
was Joined by his brother Gene in 
1951. Star Manufacturing grew to 
became Start o Inc.. then Star Safe, 
then American Security Products,, 
then Amsec. 

In the early 1970s the twenty year 
growing curve was mot with a right 
angle learning curve for tho 
American small business 

Fnlrapreneur's. A hastily conceived 
merger to secure growing capital for 
the company, left tho founders 
wtthouTa company 

In 1975 Glenn Halls and Dee 
Diederich purchased the service 
do part me nt from tho now owners of 
Am sec. This become known as Star 
•Safe and Alarm Inc. Late In 1975 
Gene Halls developod the Adesco 
safe line and secured the Underwriters 
T.L.15 and U.3Q labels, 

Serving the Individual locksmith 
and the safe sales store. Is considered 
a top priority with the company. 
Adesco Is now In Its 16th year of 
growth, adhering to a policy of 
focusing lis sales efforts on reaching 
the Individual who will actually be 
soiling and servicing the safe. The 
company policy of dealing dirccNy 
with the locksmith provides excellent 
service with larger discounts and 
lower pflcos 1o Its customers. 

Unique to Adesco is serendipity 
from tho original Star Safe and Alarm 
Inc. Servico Division, servicing all 
makes of safes In the flold has shown 
us whore tho woak spots are thai" 
cause mechanical failure and lass of 
funds. This knowledge has translated 
into designs mat combine betror 
money protection with a long trouble 
free product lifo. 

56 Tim National 'Locksmith 



Adesco serves Jts large customer 
base from iwo manufacturing 
locations. The Corporate plant in 
Paramount, California serves the West 
coast. The Tucker, Georgia plant 
(established in 1979) serves the Soulh 
end East coast, kooplng freight costs 
to a minimum. 

For FREE Information 
Clrde331on Rapid Reply 



Ambassador Safe 

As the direct Importer of 
Ambassador fire rated safes 
Ambassador Safe aiso carles a full 
lino of replacement ports which 
Includes exact replacement key locks 
and Korean combination locks. Thoy 
also have In stock U.L group 2 locks 
for direct replacement to their 16 
modois equipped wrth U.L. locks. 

They now offer tho LaGard 
Safegard U.L listed digital swlngboll 
on 13 different models. All factory 
combinations and key numbers a(e 
<ep1 on file tor every safe sold, making 
if easier to service lost combinations 
and keys without damage to the 
conlainer Cut keys by number as well 
as Korean key bkmks con be shipped 
... PS same day in rnosr cases. 

Ambassador salespeople have a 
ccmhinalion of 40 yeans experience In 
the lock and safe industry, and are 
always looking for addilional stocking 
distributors to answer the nood for the 
■>r-ic lor lock and safe shop who does 
not want to carry a lot of inventory, 
but still have access to the larger 
inventory of tho drslributor; 

Ambassador Safe Company was 
created by Jeff and Larry Hale, 
owners of M.L. Lock &. Safe Co.. Inc., 
as a distributor for their own imported 
quality fire safes, and to distribute 
olhor major safe brands as well, I his 
concept enables safe dealers, from 
the smallest one-man mobile 
locksmith to the largest safe dealers, 
to obtain or>o safe, a full container, of 



any Quantity or typo of safe to fit their 
needs. 

For FREE Information 
Circle 332 on Rapid Rep]j 

American Security Producls 
Co. 

Consumer preference for 
electronic keypad locks Instead of 
rotary mechanical locks has been 
growing for years, Amsec now offers 
an affordable and already proven 
relablo alternative. The Amsec KPL100 
digital keypad lock now offers a U r L 
Group II label and comes with a time 
delay lock function, 

Amsec J s digital keypad lock 
replaces mosl mechanical 
comblnafon locks. Is easily retrofitted 
In the fioid and can now be Installed 
on any U.L. rated safo which requires 




a U.L. Listed Group II lock. The newly 
retooled lock Includes a die east lock 
case with an internal relocking 
device. The now electronics enclosure 
has boon scaled down In size to 
accommodate boiler installation and 
now offers an optional key control 
combination switch for added 
security purposes. A new optional 
"Slam Bolt Lock" Is also available to 
auto-lock directly behind the Jamb of 
a locker or sate whero no boltwark 
exists. 

The new KPL10G digital keypad 
lock can operate as a standard 
combination lock or at no additional 
cost can operate as a Time Delay 
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Lock (TDL) by simply setting an internal 
swilch. Doby ponods can be sot to 1, 
2. 5, 10. 15, 20, 30. 45 and 60 minute*. 
A flashing light omitting diode (I ED) 
Indicates delay period tor added 
employee protection during an 
armed robbery attempt. A fixed five 
minulo opon period Indict: tod by a 
Beep /Flash pattern Is standard with 
every lock. Foch lock is equipped with 
a prominent label stating; 
EARNING. ..TIME DELAY LOCK - 
FLASHING LAMP INDICATES DFIAYED 
LOCKOUT. OPERATOR CANNOT 
OVERRIDE. 

The Amsec KPL100 digital keypad 
lock offers over ( million possible 
combinations which can easily bo 
programmed with 4 to 8 digits, After A 
Incorrect Input a t tern pi & the lock will 
not function for IS minutes. The 
Arnsoc KPl 100 lock operates on four 
AA batteries In the outside case. Even 
If the batteries aro removed or 
drained (indicated by the LED lamp) 
Iho override code and the last 
combination Inputted is he id. 
Far FREE Information 
Circle 333 on Rapid K«ply 



FireKing International 

On November 27, 1991 , Meilink Inc. 
was officially acquired by FireKing 
international Inc., a company widely 
known in the office products industry 
as the leading manufacturer and 
supplier ot fireproof file -cabinets. 

The acquisition of Iho Moiii-.k line 
allows FireKing to expand inlo Iho safe 
and lack Industry with an already 
established product line. The 
complete Mel link safe line Includes 
home and office safes and vaults, 
record safes., data safes and 
ccrnposrte safes, fci addition. FireKing 
will continue to otter the Meilink line of 
fireproof files along with It* own line of 
high-quality fireproof flies. 

Mel link has coon a loador in t^o 
fireproof safe category since 1BQ9 B Us 
complete line of safes includes one 
and two-hour rated models In a 
variety of sizes and configurations. 
Popular features of Meilink safes 
Include day locks. roiockers, 
numerous security factors, and 
chrome hardware. All sa'os meet 
exhaustive testing procedures for 
both heat and impact resistance and 
ore U.L. listed and carry at least a 
manufacturer's 1-hour 17C0 degree 
label. Meilink composite safes catry 
both a UL listed TL-30 burglary raring 
and a UL classified class 350, 1-hour 
Are rating. 



aSP 



Another benefit of the acquisition is 
lhal Meilink cuslomors can now 
expect a high level of customer 
service, a Iradomark of Iho FireKing 
company since Its Inception over 40 
years ago. 

All Meilink products will now be 
produced at Flr&Klng's New Albany, 
\H facility. This 100,000 square foot 
facility is a model of state of -the -art 
technology and features CNC metal 
fabricating equipment. Thus, both 
Molllnk and FireKing will remain US 
owned and operated, and made In 

For FREE Tufts rniar.1 on 
Circle 334 on Rapid Reply 
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Fort Knox 

Fort knox has always been a 
trusted name In security. It Is with this In 
mind that the makers of Fort Knox 
safes and vaults create peace of 
mind for home and business. The 
peace of mind you experience by 
knowing that personal heirlooms, 
business and family records, guns, 
jewelry, and works of art are safe from 
burglar* and fire. 

From the beginning, Fort Khox has 
pbneered innovations to mafce vaults 
stronger., safer, and harder to break 
Into, Just one example Is the Chuck 
Yoagor Fxecullvo Fditlon. It draws 
upon the same breed of technology, 
dnsign, end strength L -at powor^ri 
record-breaking test pilot General 
Yoagor's X- 1 Jet. Among the variety of 



NAT IONAL 



AUTO LOCK SERVICE, INC. 



National Auto Lock Service, inc. 

offers a wide range of equipment 

and services for the Automotive 

Locksmith. From tools and hard to 

find key blanks to transponder 

programming, we can take the 

mystery out of car service. We 

accept credit card orders, and 

can ship COD. contact us for the 

latest in automotive technology. 

www.laserkey.com 
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features are? concealed bnl! beaming 
hinges and patented rack ar>d pinion 
multiple gear locking mechanisms 
such os those used In commercial 
bank vault*. Another Fort Knox 
exclusive Is extra security. Each corner 
has a 1" active start bolt that 
eliminates entry from Iho corners of 
the door along with up to 24 1 " aclivc 
door locking bolts, slralogically 
pfcucod around the door perimeter. 

Out of the many olhcr feature* Fort 
Knox offers like the quadrafold door 
frame wilh recessed door, foil 
mechanical back-up re-locking 
devices or fire -proof interior the 
biggest value is Iho 100% satisfaction 
guarantee and a limited warranty on 
every vaulf, even against damage 
from burglary 

Fur FKliE [nlurimition 
Circle 335 on K;ip Id R* ply 



Gardall Safe Corporation 

Gardall Safe Corporation is 
pleased to announce the 
Introduction of several new gun sales 
to their existing family of premium 
quality safes. 

The timing of the introduction 
could not be more appropriate In 
view of the recenlly enaciad o- f 
ponding legislation In several s laics 
pertaining ro gun control, firearm 
storage, and In at least one case a 
parental liability statute portainirvg to 
a minor's, use of firearms. A Herald 
Company newspaper recently 
reported of q grandfather In San Jose, 
California who faces a felony charge 
following the death of his d-ycar-old 
grandson who accidentally shot 
himself while playing with his 
grandfather's pislol. I urthermore. one 
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might reasonably on peel other states 
to propose similar legislation as public 
sediment grows increasingly Intoterant 
of crimes Involving stolen firearms, 
accidental shootings Involving 
children and crimes, committed using 
a firearm. 

These recently introduced safes 
are designed to store firearms and 
ammunition safely so as to prevent 
tragic accidents in Iho home of the 
fhofl of the weapons. 

Models GS6022 and GS6u3u are 
designed to house rifles and shotguns. 
Model GS 6&Z> is available in several 
aplionai configurations, as a gun safe 
allowing storage of cither v or 15 guns, 
as a utility safe with four adjustable 
shelves or empty so that the dealer 
can tailor the Interior to their 
customer's spocific needs. 

Model GS6030 also accepts rifles 
and shotguns. Optbnal configurations 
Include a 15 or 30 gun in I crier, a four 
shelf utility interior or empty . 

Model GS 252 is designed as a 
pistol safe. All models sold with an 
Interior feature color coordinated 
carpeting. AJl Gardall gun safes come 
with chrome plated bo 1 1 work and 
have provisions for Installing the rest of 
Iho Gardall product line with either a 
Group 2 or optional Group 1 
electronic combines lion lock, hard 
plate, breakaway handle full length 
locking bar, recessed door and 
independent relocking device. 

Fur FREE Information 
Circle 336 *m Kupid Reply 



New England Safe Co. 

Many locksmith firms are 
overlooking the sales opportunities 
that exist in selling safes to Iheir very 
own customer base. Sometimes the 
reasons for a locksmilh not to sell a 
line of safes are valid. After all r safes 
are heavy, take up a lot of space and 
involve combination locks which are 
net Ihc I'd e of iho norma oc^rrilh 
shop. 

New England Safe Company ha r > o 
lino of safes that any locksmith fi-m 
can sell. The New England internal 



control allows for the use of a 
standard mortise cylinder and security 
collar to operate the heavy duly 
reinforced lock bolt. 

Now a locksmith firm can offer a 
safe to fit the customer's exact needs, 
stressing such features as same key 
convenience, ease of operation, 
maslor keying and restrictive keying. 

A locksmilh firm can build 
customer loyalty and repeat business 
by keying to a cuslomcr'n p:;;p-ir'ryy 
key system, the New England Internal 
control safe is extremely versatile 
which allows the locksmlthlng firm to 
use this pjoducl to resolve a variety of 
security applications. 

New Lngland Internal control safes 
are available with slots and pull 
hoppers for bank bags with anli-fish 
bafflo tcelh. Unhs cva constructed of 
heavy gauge steel, a rugged triple 
larninalod bolt and pry resistive 
hinges. Units are made in the USA. 

Do you have a customer that 
ri-eeds a Iruck sale Tor roule delivery? 
A customer that could use a day safe 
that would inloyralc and use his own 
master key or interchangeable core 
system? Need to lock up cash register 
drawers? Need to frlm Iho cash 
register to prevent loss? Meed a 
recreational vehicle safe? Need a 
home safe? Need a courier box? All 
of these situations can be handled 
with a New England Internal Control 
Safe. 

For FKKK hi tor motion 
Circle 337 «n Riipid Reply 



Jim Ripley's Services 

Jim Ripley, president of Jim Ripley's 
Services Inc. has announced the 
completion and successful lesling of 
a new locksmith tool, The tool will be 
sold under the name of the *Safo 
Monkey Wrench 11™/ This tool was 
designed and built by Mr. Ripley who 
has been a locksmith and safe 
technician for over 20 years. Mr. Ripley 
has also taught safe penetration and 
safe servicing classes. If was his 
contact with the many locksmiths that 
convinced him that fho drill was not 
the only one in many cases not the 
best way to penetrate safes. 

The new addition to the Safe 
Monkey Wrench™ will overcome lock 
malfunctions, lost combinations, set 
relockers P as well as burglar attempts 
without drilling haid plale or precision 
drilling on many square door floor 
safes. Some can be opened In as liflle 
as 15 minutes. 

The Safe Monkey Wfench™ and its 
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Jim Ripley's Serive&s 

Continued from pago 5S 




ww addition Sato Monkey Wrench 
II™ wil iffccroaso the Income of the less 
experienced locksmith. If will make 
openings easier for bolh tho ross 
experienced locksmith and the pro. 

I ho Safe Monkey Wrench' M and 
the Safe Monkey Wrench II™ ore 
available from Jim Ripley's Services 
toe. 

F«ir KRKK [n for mat ion 
CfrtleJJXanKApIdKtfply 



Safe Corporation 

Safe Corporation manufac lures 
"Adnon" and "Safetron" burglary - 
retftfonf solos and U.L rated " Eagle' 
sot os al their plant In BoUdcr, CO. 

Safe COfporaiion has introduced a 
unique universal door, tho Unl-Door 
lhat can be Interchanged between 




h-tho-floor, wall 01 id duposilofy scifos.. 
Jhe f evolutionary hinge system does 
not require any special tools lo 
interchange tho dooR, 

Tho Uni Door incorporates all of the 
Aanon high quality features; it sMIl has 
the- same sl/o hord plate, tho same 
relocker, and ail Interior moving pearls 
arc plated, The door has four sided 
protecfScnr Ihfoo locking boits lo each 
sido and a dead bar on the hinge 
side. Tho front-loading doposiiofy 
safes havea saw looth baffle. 

Added features of Ihe invisible 
hinge syslom ore O nice, modern 
appearance and Ihe ease and 
speed of removing I he door A 
lacks-Tv'h can Interchange five doors 
in seven minutes (wilhout anything 
rnoro tfican a screwdriver).. Insieari of 
hying to r^potr a doc* in a busy place 



of business, if can be taken fo the 
service truck or back to Ihe shop to 
work on, Or r If th^ locksmith has 
another safe at fho shop (no matter if 
tho lock 15. combination, key or 
electronic) he can $wop the door 
whlo he fixes the broken one. 

The hingo pins aro toughened high 
dkity dioy steel which rovotve Jn a self 
lubricaling bronze bushing .Thorn is a 
slot in the door for oasy lubrication 
whon. needed. The pins wore tesfed 
for a life cycle of 20 y^ars wilh fivo 
openings per day and did nof show 
any wear. 

For 1'KEE Information 
Circle 339 on K:ipid Reply 

Sentry Group 

Wilh the introduction Of the Model 
1230 Fire Safe compact sale from 
Sentry Group, locks mi rhs con offer 
their customers maximum fire 
protection in a safe I hat requires 
minimum home or office floor space, 

As a low priced cril sloel Sonfry safe, 
ihe model 1 230 Is dosignod to provide 
socurrly at a pftce homo and business 
owners can afford. The model 1230 

Ganlifluptf on page 64 




Don't panic! 

We have Security 

Exit Devices, 



Click here for more information 
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Sentry Safe 

Continued from page 61 




rounds out Sentry's line, falling 
between ih& molded Model 1 170 Fire- 
Safe security file and the steel Model 
62b0 F ire Sate compact safe. 

Scnlry Group designed Hho model 
1230 to offer low cost flte protection 
nnd poaco at mind. The model "1^30 
features a three-number combination 
lock and a bolt down option. Lven If 
the hinges are tampered with, four 
live -locking bolts koop tho safe's door 
securely attached, 

The model 1230 has also passed 
rigorous Fire Endurance Tests to earn 
the Underwriters Laboratory (UL> 
rating. In lemperalurcs as hiyh as 1 700 
degrees Fahrenheit, the safe will 
prcvenr valuable documents such as 
passports, marriage license, birth 
certificates, and other Important 
papers from being destroyed. 

The safe measures a compact 12- 



15/16' tall x \&- 7/16' wide x 14 7/16" 
deep, allowing for easy storage In a 

closel or on a desk. Its hori/onlal 
shape holds standard 5-1/2 x II* and 
legal -sized document lying Clot or 
slandfcng on odyo. Wfth a 1;231 Cubic 
inch capacity, the unit easily holds a 
number of Importaril papers, along 
with a few personal valuables. 

Sonlry also offers lolal dealer 
support through ln-store 

merchandising, co-op advorlising, 
rapid-response customer service, and 
fast distribution. 

l-"i *r 1-"RI\I\ InfornisiiJEin 
Circle 340 <m Rapid Reply 



Wilson Sate Company 

Wilson Safe Company was 
established in 1-W5, In Philadelphia. 
Presently, they supply safe stock to 
locksmiths from two warehouses 
located In Philadelphia, PA and 
Chicago, SL 

Wilson Safe directly Imports Its own 
line of fire safes, offering sizes of 
Diploma! Safes skirling at .75 cubic 
feet storage capacity and continuing 
through 1 5 more si/cs ending at a 
double door 24 cubic foot unit, All 
sizes have key and combination 
Socking mechanisms, (S&G locks on 



eight of the larger units}, Interior 
drawers and adjustable shelving. 

Furthermore, a line of composite 
flre/bufglary safes are available. The 
Reliance line offers 3* concrete filled 
bodias, S&G locks, and rating from "B' 
to \l- 15 and "IL-30. Thoso units are Iho 
natural upgrade from the Are safe to 
a better security unit Tor srnalE offices 
and homcownofs. 

Recently, Wilson has brought In two 
now sizes of firo safos offering an 
alternative to price plus size. The new 
small model has a 1 hour fire rating 
and dimensions of OD; 13-1/2"H x 
1 VW x 1 4-1 /2*D. These have key and 
combinalion locks and inferior 
drawers. These units are priced to sell 
and fill in any line- looking for an 
attractive price point on small home 
safes. 

In addition, Wilson Safe Is a 
distributor for AMSEC/Star U.S. Security 
depository safes,, and Schwab 
insulated filing cabinets. 

All safes and files are stocked in tho 
Philadelphia warehouse for these 
manufacturers, whore tho locksmilhs 
con pick or delivery via common 
caiTler or Wilson's own trucks can be 
arranged. 

F<ir FRKK In for mat ion 
Cirde 350 un Rapid Reply 
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Car Opening Techniques 



"This month let's talk about how to open cars featuring 
windows that are not lipped to prevent wedging" 



We are going to continue our 
conversation on ways to open 
locked cars. In this series of articles, 
wo are going to concentrate on 
how to open the type ot car instead 
of worrying about tho mako and 
model. In other words, we'll be 
looking ol the kind of linkuyo. 
windows, etc. that you are faced 
with, lhen, we will pick the easiest 
approach to open thai vehicle*. 
When you learn to evaluate a car 
this way, you won't be stumped if 
your rcloronco book docsn'l contain 
the particular car you o\e called to 
open. 

This month, let's talk about how to 
opon cars featuring windows lhat 
are not lipped to prevent wedging 
out. An un-llpped window can be 
brought out from the car with a 
wedge. Wodgo jusl enough lo 
create an opening for tools that will 
work tho lock from Ihe inside of I ho 
car. Bo careful to bring out the glass 
only Just enough to permit entry of a 
tool. Don't tempt fate by trying to 
create space to reach your hand 
through! You don't need much room 
to work in a tool. \ always carry half a 
do/cn wodgos wilh mo so I'll always 
have one when I need It. 

For an un -lipped window, place 
the wedge in the upper corner of 
the glass on the handle edge of the 
door. In pholograph one you will sec 
that a clip is located on the upper 
edge of the door to stop the glass 
from being broughl oul. Do nol work 
too close to the clip. If you find that 
a clip prevents you from bringing out 




the glass, use a different mclhod lo 
open the car. Never use undue force 
to wedge a window or you could 
break It. The clip on this car was 
extending out boyond Iho glass, so 
we were easily able to wedge the 
window. 

Wedges are available through all 
your distributors. Make sure you do 
nol use wedges made of metal 
becauso they will mark up the car. 
Wedges can be made of wood, 
rubber or plastic. You can make 
Ihem yourself by sawing wood on an 
angle. You can even use a door 
stop. But professionally 

manufactured car opening wedges 
do oJfer advantages. 

fhfjre are a number of tools you 
can pass through a wedged 
window- The tool you will use 
doponds on the type of locking 
mechanism which secures the car A 
flail baj with a cutout for the button 
wsll do a good Job on those buttons 
which have the knob on top. {See 
illustration 2.) Wedge the glass only 
the distance necessary to Insert this 
button tool. 





2-1 irehes 
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Illustration 1 







Position the tool over the top of 
the button as In photograph three. 
You will aJso nolo Ihe Iho loo! has 




1. Clip on window 

6fi The Nal in riiil Locksmith 



3. Position the tool as shown hero. 



been Iwistod so that the cutout for 
the button will lay in a horizontal 
posillon whllo Iho handle is held 
vertical fy. This; will accommodate the- 
window and Ihe Jamb, This method 
does work best when the button Is In 
the center of the window siSi Ins load 
of on the edge where It is sometimes 
found. On I hose bullons near the 
edge, Just go In at a sharper angle 
with the handle held high Into the 
corner of the window. 

A I col called Iho Across the Car 
Opening tool works really wetE on 
Camaro. Trans Am r Toyota and 
many, many more models which 
Icalurc a sliding door lock or even 
an electric lock button. This tool Is 
available Ihrough your distributor. 
Ihe tool is made In several pieces so 
you can screw It togethef when you 
need It. But I suggest that you braze 
or weld the joints so that It will 
actually be stronger. After welding 
the tool, you will carry It as one 
piece. I have placed hooks on Iho 
Inside roof of my van, and I hang my 
tool there, 

I have made a hook type bend 
wilh a blunt edge on the tip of my 
Across the Car tool. With this end 
reached through a wedged 
window, you can pull a button 
mounted on the door panel, or even 
pick up a set of keys. If you axe able 
lo pull a sol of keys out of Ihe Ignilion 
and bring them to the window, you 
can learn to copy the key by visually 
looking at the cuts, I don't suggest 
actually trying to bring the keys out 
through the window, It would be 
dangerous to try and wodgo tho 
window ouf enough to make room 
to bring the keys through. 

tnserl a wedge, arid pass Iho 
Across the Car tool into Iho irilorior. 
(See photograph 4.) Pass the end of 
Iho lool all the way Ihrough the car 
to the opposite door. Place the tip 
against the slide button and push, 
sliding Iho bulton as in photograph 
five. Or you could hook the lock 
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4. Inserting across- the- car tool. 




5. Yoli can either push the button. 




6....or hook and pull it as shown here. 

button and pull il, unlocking r-\o 
door as in photograph six. 



Somo cars feature a lipped 
window with a vertical button, I 
suggosl placing a wedge between 
the glass and the door, spreading 
the panel open Just a Jlttle bit. (Set* 
photograph 7.) \i tho caf was made 



i^ilill 




7, Spreading Lhc window with a. wedge. 

before I960, Slim Jim for Iho bock or 
tho lock (pawl or cam). If the car 
was made after 19BG r use a Slim Jim 
with a sharp bend on the end, und 
go for the linkage. Sometimes 
inserting the Jim with the sharp bend 
can be tricky. I irsl insert the wedge 
between the window and lhc door 
panel. I hen Insert the bowed tool 
into the door bowing inward into the 
panel. (See phofrygraph 8.) 

Often Iho window will have a 
ledge on the boltom and you can't 
get Iho bowed Jim past It. Mere's 
how to overcome this problom. Firsl 
insert a regular Slim Jim Into the door 
with a -slight oulward bow. Then 



a. Properly bowing the tool Inward. 

place your tool with the Inward bow 

di redly on lop oMt, Slide It down the 
first Slim Jim. past the ledge on the 

window and romove the first tool, 
(See photograph P.) Your tool will 
enter the door panel and be angling 
in Just the right direction. 




9, Insert a second tool past the first. 

Continued on pago 93 
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Opening A Retail Location 



"Here are some ideas to consider when thinking of going 
from mobile to opening a fixed location." 



Many locksmiths operate strictly 
mobile, Others have both a 
shop location and one or more 
mobile units. In this article , we will 
look at some of the ptannlng and 
con side ra lions needed If you afo 
thinking of adding a fixed location to 
your mobile operation. 

Whatever your situation, In this 
article we will look at the many 
c I re um stances and problems you 
FTiay oncounlor whon you plan for a 
fixed location. Lots of advance 
planning Is the key to successfully 
opening a folail locksrnilh shop. 

The second most important thing 
is financing. You musl have money 
available or your plans are not going 
So work out. An architect can plan 
and design a beautiful building, but 
if there is no money for construction, 
il will never bo built. 

I have seen many estimates of 
wheal kind of dollars should be 
available to start a locksmith 
business. These range from 320.000 
1o S^U.OOQ or oven higher. Beauty Is 
In the mind of the beholder and 
cslimalqs reflect the thinking of the 
estimator who may have either 
simple or grandiose ideas. Vou have 
to do your own thing based on your 
own plans and available funding, 
each one of which complements 
the other. 

This doesn't mean that you have 
to have a pile of cash on the 
planning tabic, bul it does mean 
that you need a good line of credit 
from your friendly banker or wealthy 
father-in-law. People who lend 
rnonoy want to lond money. That is 
their business, But they also want It 
back, with Interest- If your abilities 
are known, If your plans arc well 
made and If the numbers look good 
on paper, money lenders, like 
gamblers, will go for the odds of 
getting a return on Iheir investment, 

Vour ptans must include a 
location, and the location must 
meet several criteria which are 

6H The National Locksmith 



cslabllshod In your plans. The 
customers you intend to service will 
play a big part in your proposed 
location. If you feel that a 
developing residential area holds 
prospects for long tefm growth, you 
may want to consider space In a 
small strip center where you can 
offer sales of now products, Inside 
service and repair and also mobile 
service. In solocling your location 
visM those places In the area who are 
or can be potonlial com pel i tors. 

Visibility Is a big factor in choosing 
your location; the type and stee of 
signage which Is allowed must be 
invosligatod. Insurance rates can 
vary widely depending on other 
occupants in the strip or building. 
Parking is a high priorily 
consideration. Watch the packing 
area for several days to determine If 
customers of Iho adjacent 
businesses come and go quickly or 
park for long periods of time. 
Ascertain If there is space whoio you 
will be permitted to work on a 
customer's car. 

Discuss with the property 
manager fne parking of your service 
vchiclo(s), They shouldn't be around 
much during the day but overnight 
security is important to you. Find out 
It the parking area is lighted all night 
and if police or security patTols cruise 
by with any regularity. 

take some time to thoroughly 
Investigate all of the pluses and 
minuses of your proposed local ion. 
Ask questions of the other tenants. 
Find oul if managomonf is really as 
cooperative as they would have you 
believe. Ask about rent and the 
frequency of increases. Do your 
homework carefully and then apply 
it to your plans. 

Rent, of course, and the lease 
agreement, will bo the major 
consideration In your decision for a 
location. It will be two or three years 
before you are firmly oslabllshod. But 
the rent is due, regardless of your 



sales. Be prepared, by flnanctal 
backing, I.e., credit linc r money In 
the bank, to meet all of the fixed 
expenses. Plan on short ralions for 
awhile. Eliminate all spending that Is 
not absolutely necessary, purchase 
carefully and work, work, work. 

Review your plans every three or 
four months, and change them II 
necessary. Regardless of your 
location, the exlerlot and interior of 
your store should be clean, neat and 
well organized. Floor displays, 
gondolas, wall pegboard displays 
and sales racks should be kept neat 
and complete. 

This b called merchandising, and 
Iho better an Hem Is merchandised 
the chances Increase that It will selk 
Specials, if you have them, should 
take front center In your display 
area. Make them easy to purchase 
and hard to resist. Now, about 
specials, you shouldn't have to run 
specials at all. but If you do, do It for 
a reason and 1hat reason Is to turn 
c.lead or s ow moving items Into cash. 

Keep your sales area clean, neat 
and well stocked. Offer security 
hardware that Is not available from 
the chains and discounts. Right now 
you have iho advanlage with your 
knowledge and expertise for sorvlco 
such as rekeylrig to the customers 
key, master keying, and Installation. 
Rui this advantage may gradually 
diminish over the noKl few years. 
Keep up wilh your" oducallonal 
plans. Improve your skills and 
merchandise higher securily Items. 

The national organization, 
{Associated I ocksmilhs of America In 
Dallas. TX) of which you should bo a 
member. has excellent 

merchandising materials available. 
(You can caH the association at 21 A- 
627-1701.) Manufacturers have sales 
aids which are yours for the asking 
and many distributors will assist in 
your merchandising plan. The work 
area of your store should take as 
much, it not more, planning than the 
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soles area. 

IN j is the place where you CGn 
make money and It should be 
arranged SO you can work quickly r 
comfortably anc| profitably. Time 
spent looking for a tool or part is 
money losl. A well organized bench 
is a real pleasure to work on, a hoi 1 or 
skollor bench is a real pain. 

Mosr locksmith stores I havo 
visited take a lot of pride In their key 
board and key machine bench. 
After the sales area, this Is the part of 
tfte store they want the customer to 
see. Many people P accustomed to 
one machine and a carousel at the 
dime si ore, aro overwhelmed when 
they walk into a locksmith store. 'My 
God. look at the key*! " . * is ihcre any 
key thai you don't have?', "What 
do you use all those machines for?" 

"Do you have lo have 1hat many 
key machines?" are quo si tons lhal 
we hear almost every day. H Is 
impressive for a first timer and is your 
opporlunily lo sell a bir of the other 
things that you do and they didn't 
know abouJ. Know your keyboard 
and be able to snag a blank off of Its 
hook quickly. 

This Is very Impressive to the 
customer who Is accustomed to 
watching a person look, and look 
and look at a keyboard to spin a 



carousel like a lop. Also, you aren't 
going to make very much money If It 
takes more lhan a cauplo of minutes 
lo find and cut and get paid for a 
$1,25 key. 

Gelling paid is the thing that 
often takes a lot of time and you 
havo lo play your hand carefully 
and wisely In order to determine If 
this is a one shot one key sale, or If 
Ihcre is potonlial for additional 
business from cutting Just one key. 

In our own store we have a s^gn 
lhal roads "keys in aboul a rninule" 
and a typical scenario goes 
5ornelhing like the. Td like to get this 
key made.' 

"Would there be something else, 
p lease? " 

" No r Just a key.' 

"lhal will bo a $1 .3?, please/ 

While all this talk is going on we 
have picked the blank, cut it and 
usually are waiting foe the customer 
lo dig ou1 I ho cash. 

~Boy H that was quick, It didn't 
even lake a minulc.* 

Get the money and get on to 
whatever you were doing, of wait on 
the next customer, withoul seeming 
to be rude. Time spent at the register 
with idle chill or chatter while a 
customer Is digging out small 



change is non-productive time and 
should be kept to a minimum when 
at all possible. 

On the other hand r some of our 
bo&T accounts developed from 
cutting just one or two keys and from 
playing I ho hand correctly from the 
customers opening remarks or 
quosiions. 

Pliqn your key board layout very 
carefully. You will no doubt start 
smalL but leave room for oxpansion 
as you determine what blanks are 
most often needed In your area. Visit 
with other locksmiths and see how 
they organize their keyboards. 
Goncraly I have lound lhal alpha- 
numerical by lock manufacturer Is 
the system most often used. This Is 
the way key blank calaioguos are 
laid out and cross referencing Is 
often easier this way. Got every key 
blank catalogue you can find and 
sludy 1ho numbering syslems used 
by each manufacturer. 

Design your board so thai it can 
be changed easily, leave some 
space between hooks for fuluro 
additions, use moveable lags ralher 
lhan slick on labels for your I.D.'s, put 
your primary numbor and maybe a 
couple of of hers on each tag and 
use colored dots for pricing, 
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Watch your costs carefully und 
price accordingly, A reverse of a 
popular blank can often cost 15 or 
20 cents more due to fow volume. 
Many sectional are higher priced 
ihon the more popular blanks. 
Colored dots an I ho ID lags will help 
you to keep these prices sorted out. 

\\ will lake p long time for you to 
determine what numbers you should 
stock and you should be careful not 
to over purchase Just to fill up the 
board. Most all distributors will sell In 
units of 10. Even, though the price 
^i blank Is higher than for a box of 
50, your initial cost is lower. If they 
never selL you haven't lost a lot of 
money. 

As your business grows so also wll] 
your koy board space grow and you 
may eventually havo several boards-, 
for domestic, domestic outo, foreign, 
foreign auto, specially, ofc. If you 
arc in an area of older homes you 
may need a board for bit keys, and, 
ol course, you will need a means of 
cutting them other than hack saw 
and ii o 

A machine fa/ cuffing bit keys Is In 
the high dollar range ond you should 
be careful about making such a 
purchase. Ffnd out If anyone within a 
few miles has the capability and 
perhaps rofor those occasional 
rcquosfs for bit keys to them. You Just 



have to play Ft by ear and go wilh 
the flow. 

Your key machine selection will 
take a lot of time and can be one of 
your largest expenditures. No doubt 
you afready have machines In the 
service vehllce. But now you'll need 
new ones for the shop. For high 
volurno koy cutting you may prefer a 
heavier duty machine. Talk to other 
locksmiths, find out Iheir preferences, 
attend trade shows and look at the 
merchandise. 

Determine what your needs are. 
very carefully, before purchasing a 
piece of equipment. You are looking 
for speed, ease of operation, 
dependability and service. You 
should be satisfied on all of those 
points before laying out your hard 
cash. 

Many duplicators, and code 
machines, havo iho capability for 
cutting flat steel keys by changing 
the cutting wheel and often the 
stylus. The time spend in this 
operation may not bo cost effective, 
howovor. Average prices for flat stool 
locker keys are in the S2.W to S3. 00 
range, and if you havo a machine 
that Is set up for flat steel, you can 
make money at those prices. 

The amount of business lhaf 
comes Into your store will determine 
if it would be smart Id invesl in 



perhaps a used duplicator thai can 
be set up for flat steel only. In our 
shop we have two machines for flaf 
stool, but this Is because we have 
several forge accounts that have 
hundreds of lockers requiring 
constant replacement of keys. 

Your code machine should havo 
at least two cutting wheels, one for 
wafer and small pin tumbler codes 
and one for regular pin tumbler 
codes. Usually air that is required is a 
quick change of the cutting wheel 
to go from one to the other although 
fhe vise Jaws may also have to be 
changed or switched. 

Many shops ultimately wind up 
with two code machfnes. one for 
small pin and wafer and one for 
large pin, This doesn't happen 
overnight and volume will dictate 
what you will do In the future. 

Code hooks enn be a major 
expense and the books thai you use 
should bo very carefully selected. 
Regardtess of the system Ihafr you 
decide Is best for you, take the time 
to study it thoroughly. Know how to 
use It and find codes quickly if you 
expect to moke money In this very 
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News of 
the Weird... 



Locksmith To The Rescue! 



"When Faltick arrived, he immediately drilled two 
holes in the side of the safe to allow oxygen in. rf 



#&prtntocf with permission from 
Bfid&0tOf> Evening News, Bridgoton, 
NJ r January ft 1992. 

by Joe Van Leer 

It started os on innocent game of 
hido-und-scok for 2-1/2-yoaf-old 

Rob Oft Butt nor, taut tho boy found 
himself a little too well hidden when 
his slstor cjcctdonlally lockod hirn In 
an office safe Wednesday 
afternoon, 

Buttner was screaming while 
lockod In tho flroproof steel safe but 
he seemed calm after his rc&cuo 
about ono hour later. The youngster 
was not Injured and did not appear 
trauma Nzod after he was released 
from the safo. Ho thnnkod his moin 
rescuer. John Faltick, a locksmith 
from Advonco Lock and Safe 
Company in Rosenhayn 



The boy and his d-year-oJd sister 
Catle H were play[ng hide-and-sook In 
the township municipal building on 
Main Street in Dividing Crook, when 
Catie accidentally locked her 
brolhor in Iho safe. 

'I was worried when I heard him 
screaming, but became more 
panicky when he became quiet/ 
said Lois But1 her; Robert's molhor 
and chief financial officer for Ihe 
township. This children's father, Joe 
also was al rho scene, 

lurry Jordan, omorgoncy 
management coordinator for 
Downe Township, sold the 
emergency was reported around 
1 1:55 a.m. Tho orrioal was Qv0f by 
around 12:55 p.m. 

Jordan said the safe was open In 
the clerk's office because officials 
were In the process of moving Inks 



the building. However, the clerk. 
Merle R r Bailey, could not be 
roochod rot the combination to the 
safe. 

When fallick arrived, he 
Immediately drilled two holes In Ihe 
side of the safe to allow oxygon In 
through air tubes. With careful 
precision, he then drilled O larger 
hoie In the front of the safe. 

'I had to drill precisely al inn po-:iil 
where the fence was located, The 
fence is the mciln part that protects 
the lock from opening, " said Failick. 
adding that he had to disassemble 
the fence H as well, 

"l was mostly concerned about 
getting air into tho safe/ said Falllck. 

Rescue squads from Downe 
Township, Milivillo, Dividing Creek 
and Newport Rre Company 
rmponded to the emergency. 5 



Below: Robert Buttner after being rescued from safe In Downe 
Township. 

Right: The hole that was drilled In front of the sale that saved 
the life of 2-1/2-year-old Robert Buttner after a one-hour ordeal 
Wednesday that saw the little boy locked inside the safe at the 
Downe Township Municipal Complex. 

Pboioa by Joe Van L«r 
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Sentry Safe Manipulation 




by Eugene Gentry 



If you are serious about safe 
manipulation, I would suggest 
that you purchase the book Guide 
to Manipulation by Roborl Siovcking, 
offered by The National Locksmith 
magazine, This book is a complete 
course on manipulalion of all lypos 
of sate*. 

I will leave ox plaining the exact 
■workings- of the combination lock to 
the expert s, but If you would like to 
experiment and have a little fun, try 
manipulallng a Sentry fire safe. 

Burglars had smashed open a 
Sontry safe with a sledgehammer, 
and the owners wanted It hauled 
away. I look the door home to play 
with the combinalion, but got info 
trouble when my wife wanted to 
know whal a safe door was doing 
on the living room floor. In spito of 
this. I was able to find the 
combination by manipulation. 

First w© have to know what type 
of dial is on the safe. (See 
photograph i.) Ihir* safe has a direct 
In type of fence. That means there Is 
no spring, and the fence will not go 
Into the gates unlil the handle Is 
turned. (See photograph 2.) To hePp 
you determine Iho typo or dial, turn 
the dial while pressing down on the 
handle. If the dial blnds r then you 
havo Ihc direct in fence. 

Next, we have to know how 
many wheels are in the wheel pack. 
Clear the dial by fuming Tour times to 
the right, stopping at 50. Now, I urn a 
complete circle lofl and he fore you 
pass 50 you will hear a click 
indicating one wheel. Keep fuming 
lofl, a lull circle. Another click 
indfcalos I wo wheels. Mono lurns do 
not show any iroie wheels. This is 
deceiving on this safe because there 
are actually Ihroo whools r the third 
wheel Is the driving wheel solidly 
attached to the shaft of Iho dial. You 
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1. Fence In the wheel pack, 
false gales on the third wheel. 



Note 




2. Fence in locked position. 

con see the wheels in photographs 
one and two with the fence in and 
out of Ihc gales. Note the false 
gates on wheel three. 

in manipulation. In order to find 
f"o yafes you havo 1o measure the 
distance that the fence is moving 
from tho top of the wheel Into a false 
gate, or Into a real gate. To do this, I 
taped a six inch pointer onto the 
handle. This pointer amplifies any 
movement of the handle. A1 Iho end 
of the pointer, a strip of masking 
tape is placed on Iho safe. 

Clear the dial with four turns to 
the left. Starting at 0, dial to 2-1/2, 
press down on the handle unMI il 
stops. Make a line mark on the 
masking tape at the tip of the 
pcinfof. Dial now to 5. All 1ho wheels 
ore turning at the same time, Press 
down on the handle. If the pointer 
has changed position, make another 
mark on fhe masking tape. The 
downward pressure on the hand e 
should be Iho same each time. You 
might use a rubber band on the ond 
handle and attached to the safe to 
insure an even pressure each lime, 



Continue ail the way around the 
dial to the left, pushing on the 
handle every 2-1/2 numbers, At first 
you will have only two marks on the 
tape, about an 1/8" apart. The first 
mark Is Iho top of Iho wheel. Tho 
second mark ts the bottom of the 
false gate. If the pointer goes bolow 
the second mark. It Is an indication 
of a real gate. The third mark, in 
photograph three. Is the gate. 




3. Pointer indicates fence on top of 
wheel pack, 

l el's 1 ry manipulating this old 
burglarized safe door. First, I dialed 
all wheels to the left, pushing down 
on Iho handlo ovory 2-1/2 numbers. 
On this safe, the handle went down 
to the third mark at 23-1/2. I made a 
note of the number, thon kepi 
dialing to 100 with no more 
indications, I am sure there Is a gate 
at 23 or 2d, but I don't know which 
wheel It is. (See photograph 4..) 

Mow I dialed a If the wheefs right 
until tho dial was cleared, stopping 
at 0. Turning the dial to the left at this 
Nmo r only number 3 wheel Is turning. 
At 23 r fhe handle dropped 1o Iho 
third mark, and I knew the third 
number, 23, 

I kopl on dialing left and Just 
before 0, the second wheel started 
turning, I would dial 2-1/2 numbers, 
bul Ihs lime I would dial Iho 1hird 
wheel book to 23 so the fence 
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4. Painter on third mark shows a 
gate, 

would go deeper into ihe wheel 
peck. On this full turn there was a 
slight Indication at 35. 

5fill on left turns, the first wheel 
now si oris lurning before 0. All three 
wheels are turning. At ovory 'J-\W 
numbers. I would dial back to 23 on 
the third whool. A\ this lurn. I again 
picked up the slight indication at 35, 
and at 95 the handle dropped to 
rho gate marker on the tape. 

To test to soo which wheel the 95 
was on, I cleared the dial to the left, 




EhWRQNI^TAlLY FRILLY TTCHjJOLtfSY- 
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stopping at 95. Thii put the number 
95 on the first wheel. Dialing right 
now until numb or Iwo wheel starts 
turning, I stop every 2-1/2 numbers, 
going back to 23 on rho ihird wheel. 
At 33, the handle went completely 
down. The fence en re red the wheel 
pack. I lad trie door been on a safe. 



the safe would be open. The 
combine: I ion was L-95, R 35, 1-23. 

\n any manipulation, you hove to 
know what the wheels are doing 
inside the case. Practice on a dial 
where you can see the wheels 
moving, unci memorize I ho oclion. ■§ 
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by Spra Prot>R5CO 



" \ft/ hat are you doing?* Don 
asked, walching mo flip 
through my calendar book, on© 
morning at breakfast. 

Tm making birthday entries on my 
calendar. 50 1 won't forget anyone this 
year. I never realized, before, how 
many holidays Ihere are/ 

"Yeah. By the time we get over 
New Year's ff's Valentine's, then taster, 
and The Fourth of July. It's always 
something/ he replied flatly. 

"You'fq only seeing the tip of the 
Icy bora, a oar heart. In January, we 
have New Year's and Martin Luther 
King Day. In February, there's Lincoln's 
birlhday, 51. Valentino's Day, tho 
Chinese New Year, ar>d Washington's 
birthday. In March. Orthodox Lent 
begins, and we have Ash Wednesday, 
and 5t. Patrick's Day/ I continued, 
residing tho fino print on my calenckx 
" April brings us Palm Sunday, -Good 
I riaay, Passover, and Laster, along with 
Professional Secretaries Day. May 
contains Mother's Day and Memorial 
Day." 

"Whal ever happened to May 
Day?" 

~l don't know, it's not listed here." 

M Remember when Iho school kids 
used to have special field day 
programs and dance around a May 
pole weaving long colored 
streamers?* 

I looked of him suspicfcousJy. Tm 
afraid that was before my time/ 

A l guess the Russian's May Day 
mititary-mighl parados pu1 a squelch 
on al that. years ago." 

"You may bo right. Anyway/ I 
continued. "June hosts Flag Deny and 
lather's Day. July's only holiday is 
Independence Day, hut I guess that's 
enough. Hmmm. That's strange/ 

"What is? T 

"August has no holidays al all. I 
woncferwhy." 



Lock-Key Day 



""Maybe they figure loo many 
people would be on vacation then, 
and they wouldn't want to miss oul on 
anything." 

*Maybe, Then there's Labor Day in 
Scpl ember and Ihc beginning of Rosh 
Hashai'kah. In October, we celebrate 
Yam Kippur P Columbus Day, United 
Motions Day, and Halloween, The first 
holkJay lislod in November e Flcclion 
Day, which I never considered to be a 
holiday at all. Then there's Veteran's 
Day, Thanksgiving Day. and my 
birthday.' 

"1 don't believe that's on there.' 

"Wha1?" 

"Your birthday." 

I grinned sheepishly. "I Just wanted 
to see ft you were paying attentton. We 
wind up the year with Chanukah and 
Christmas. In December and start all 
over again wilh Iho new year. 

"That's quite a fet/ 

"Thirty, In all, Fifteen are religious 
observ^ifcns, it you count Thanksgiving 
af^d Halloween, bolh of which began 
that way. Nine are Christian In origin, six 
are Jewish. F I even care, for Ihc mosl 
part, political, two are clearty 
commercial in nature, and then there 
c\c tho American and the Chinese 
New Year's observances." 

'I didn't hear you mention Mother- 
in-law-day or .Step-grandparents' 
day.' 

"I am pleased to say, my calender 
hasn't gollcn around lo listing such 
recent additions to the commercial 
scene yet/ 

"rt's still quite a list/ Don relumed to 
his newspaper. 

"Wouldn't it be nice if we had a 
hdiday or I wo when al Iho iocksmilhs 
could close shop and get away for a 
long wookond?* I con torn pin tod the 
vacancy of August far a few minules, 
beforo an idea took hold. "You know 
what we r K>cd 1 o do? " 

~Wharsthat7" 

m Commandeer August for a 
security rokitcd hdiday/ 

"They've already started promoling 
October as 'I lome Safety Month/' 

"I know, but look al Iho calendar." I 
pointed to the page in question. u ln 
October, they're compelvig with Yarn 



Kippur, Columbus Day, Untied Nations 
Day. and Halloween, while August/ I 
said, flipping pock two pages, "Is wide 
open. Besides, It's a natural. We've 
already established that's when most 
people toko off (or a vacation, What 
better time to make them security 
consckxjs? Besides,, if all tho locksmiths 
closed their shops and went awcry for 
a holiday al Iho samo timo, tho public 
might reaSze Just how much they need 
us, in our absence/ 

"You have a point." Den admitted, 
laying his paper besido his pJato. *\Ato 
could launch a massive advertising 
campaign. 'When planning your 
summor vacation, re member how 
Important a qualify deadbot can be 
to your home security, while you're 
away. Don 'I bavehomo withcul h.' ¥ 

*Ws could sponsor programs during 
Ihc llrsl week of school, and toach tho 
children about basic security In the 
homo/ I suggested. 

"They could study about some of 
tho groats in tho iock and key industry: 
people like Linus Yale,' Don Injected, 
^Besides that, we rnustn'l overlook Ihe 
commercial implicalions of such a 
promotion." Dollar signs lit his eyes. "We 
could establish a nationwide network 
of Iocksmilhs, liko tho florists. Call il 
Tele Lock and encourage people to 
wire security baskets filled with 
doadbolts, door alarms, key chains, 
and the hke, to friends and loved ones, 
everywhere. " 

"Also, consider 1ho greeting card 
aspect. "I love you In the morning, I 
love you late at night, this card is to 
remind you lo lock up when you turn 
out the light/ " 

l/ton stared al mo wordlessly for a 
moment. Then he said, "We may want 
to wofk on that idea a btt . " 

"Well, how about this: \o 
discourage unwanlod intrusions and ro 
keep a thief at bay, have your present 
door locks all re- keyed, and Install 
aeacixjllslodcny. Call A-J/" 

'Sounds like an old Burma Shave 
nd. ! think something a bit simpler 
rnlghi bo more appropriate. How 
about Tor birthdays or anniversaries, 
say "I love you" wtth a gift of security 

Continued on page 99 
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Written by aii of the following 
oulhors: Dale Libby, Robert 
Sievaklng, Dave McGmie, Shirl 
Schamp, Don OShall, and Jack 
Roberts. 



Shop Talk answers readers questions on 
Any locksmith related Imp-it. Only letter* 
judged to be of general interes) will be 
published. Wo regret that we cannot answe* 
individual letters. Because of tfia volume ot 
mail .only ihose questions answered in the 
magazine will receive answers. Send your 
locksmith questions to Shop Talk: Tne 
National Locksmith, 1533 Burgundy 
Parkway, Stream wood, IL 60107. 



Q: I have a York Insula fed file 
cabinet on which the lock cylinder 
unlocks by itself. I would iiko to know 
how to remove the lock and repair it 
so if will work property. Any 
information an this would be 
appreciated. 

Michael P. Rafferty 
New York 

A: Sir, your question Is somewhat 
ambiguous, but I will touch on some 
general servicing features for 
insulated file cab ir ic-ls. if tho : ock is 
located in the drawee Itself, then the 
fronf of the drawer, including the 
Insulation can be disassembled, 
usually by re moving a couple of 
local ing screws and liflir*g up on Iho 
front of the drawer. 

By doing Shis, the entire front of 
the cabinet will come off and the 
lock can then be removed and 
replaced with a modern lypo of lecx 
cylinder. This Is the easy one to worV 
on. 

if the lock Is. located in the body 
of tho cabinol, whether on (he sides 
of on the top, then there can be a 
problem. Sometimes the lock Is 
Installed, and the Insulation is poured 
Into the walls of the cabinet, It this Is 
the case, then sometimes it Is 
Impossible to service either the lock 
or the cabinet linkage bocausc it is 
encased In cement. 

If this pioves to bo Iho case, or if a 
replacement lock is unavailable, the 
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only thing you can do for tho 
customer Is to suggest a 
replacement locking systorn. of sonic 
kind. One of the easiest to work on 
and install Is the movable side-bar 
typo of filing cabinol lock. This is the 
unit that can be purchased for a 
two. three, or four drawer type of 
cabinet. 

The unit installs on one side of the 
cabinet and blocks the opening of 
the drawers when It Is locked shut 
and fastened by oilhor a koy or 
combination padlock. 

Remember, q filing cabinet like 
I his is meant to give fire protection 
and some privacy to the customer. It 
Is not a safe or chest, and should not 
be used as one. If the cabinet Is to 
bfi used to r*1ore. computer disks or 
other electronic medio, be sure to 
point out the requirements of a 
"Data-Safe" and the need to keep 
the computer materials at a 
tempercitufQ of below 100 degrees. 
Your basic Insulated fNe cabinet or 
safo will not do Ihis. 

These computer elements have to 
be protected from both heat and 
moisture. If he needs something 
small, then small data containers 
can be put Inside the Insulated file 
cabinet. 



Q: A cuslorn&r breijghf In an old 
safe recontly fopalnted, and askod 
me to open ft. The combination is 
Yolo and thoro is ovidonc-B that the 
door had been drifted and filled at 
three spats near the combination. 
Ihe safe Is 3D' wide. 24' high, and 
has tho numbers 12534 stamped 
near the tap of the door. Both the 
front legs and the back legs have 
the name Herring on one leg and 
the name 'Farref on the other leg, 
and both words are toilowed by a 
squiggly configuration ihai looks iiko 
an a S*. 

The back of Iho safo has largo 
screw-heads fiat and flush, three 
across the top and bottom, with 4 
screws on each side of the bock. 
Those ore sfotf type screws about 3/4 
Inch In diameter. I would appreciate 



some duos on how to approach 
opening this safe. Ihank you, 

Berkley Ruiz 
Georgia 

A: It sounds like you have quite an 
aid safe or possibly money chosl on 
your hands. Tho screw typo assembly 
was quite common on money chests 
before the turn of the century prior 
to the advent of gas or electric arc 
welding, these chests were actually 
lamina led together, Iho screw heads 
filed flat and filled with a lead type 
subslnnco, Ihen painlod. One way 
to discover their location was to run 
a small torch over the painted 
surfaces of 1ho locked unit, and the 
screw heads would turn a darker 
color, 

Taking out these screws will prove 
a bothersome and worthless task, so 
do not try. (They have to be chiseled 
out at best). Sometimes these steel 
p la I os lhaf a/o laminated together 
are hardened like hardplafe, and 
they will ail ornate bolwoon soft and 
hard steel layers. 

lhe way I would attack this unit 
would be to put pressure on the 
handle. If it has one, and see If the 
dial binds up. If it does, then the unit 
had a direct drive type lock in It. If 
noi r then my guoss would bo a Valo 
OB type lock, with the drop-In at 6 
o'clock. 

Look to see where the holes have 
been drilled. Chances are that it will 
bo easier to drill 1h rough a rcpairod 
hole In the door than the door Itself 
depending on how the safe or chest 
was repaired. On most of Iho old 
safes, Incrc are only Ihrco places in 
which to drill: either at 6, 9, or 12 
o'clock. You can drill for a direct 
road, or drill and transfer Iho 
numbers to the drop-In. 

When working on aider unfamiliar 
safos r it is necessary to have good 
drills and optical Instruments, If you 
plan to make safecracking a liToiong 
occupation, be advised that good 
tools are a necessity, and make 
oponing safes much, much easier. 
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Q: I would iike to know where I 
could get key blanks to fit the old 
locks, *&usswfn t } 890 REG USA' Is 
printed on the lock case. 

These two locks are In excellent 
condition. I have hod problems with 
aid locks for several monihs now. If 
you have any information please iet 
me know. 

Doug Vogei 
Michigan 

A: Yes. Doug, you and the rest of 
us have problem with old locks now 
and again H but they ate Interesting 
to wort on and can bring in a tew 
cxlra bucks if you arc inclined 1o 
work on them. 

If you will k>ok closely at the REO 
whtch you mention you will see that 
the loMcrs are some wheal" encircled 
with a m C". This was the logo tor the 
Russell and Erwin Co, In the late 
I EDO's, which become the Rus&win 
Co. by combining fho two names. 
Your photo is a bit tizzy ond although 
you show 1ho inlorior mechanism 
you have not glv/en me a view of the 
cylinder or the keyway, nor do you 
mention the method or ^curing the 
cylinder. 

I believe that this is a wafer type 
cylinder that does not screw into the 
caso but Is hold in place by a set 
screw. If you will be so kind as to 
send adoilional in'ormnrion on 1ho 
cylinder, pin or wafer, diameter, 
length, how secured, etc. I wilt be 
happy to do some further research 
for you. At this point I will go for a Kell 
tf?G or #?7 If It Is flat key way or a Keil 
#79 If It Is corrugated key way. 

Ihanka for writing and letting our 
readers see some of the work that 
was done by Russell ond I rwin. 



Q: i would like to krtow if you 
could give me any information on a 
pushbutton combination lock mode 
by Edwards Mfg. A customer 
brought It in to my shop and It seems 



to be In very good condition. I 
would like to be able to open It and 
give him the combination. 

I checked In some old padlock 
books I got from my Father, but I 
couldn't find anything. Atso could 
you suggest a price for this? 

Paul Frederick 
Pennsylvania 

A: Paul, this p^ece was first 
palonled and manufactured by Iho 
Edwards Manufacturing Co. In 
Cincinnati, OH, with the same patent 
dates as shown on your lock. This 
lock was also manufactured by the 
Borkmann Manufacturing Co. and 
there are some out there from 
American Keyless, Chicago, with 
later patent dates. We find no 
conned ion bolwccn I he Fdwards 
Co. of Cincinnati and the O.tVL 
Edwards Co. of Syracuse. NY who 
also manufactured padlocks In the 
early part of this century. 

This padlock Is not a rarity in Ihe 
collectors market and doesn't 
demand a very high price unless one 
Is found \n Hke new condition. S10 
and Sib is about the average price 
at padlock collector shows. The 
combination consists of three 
numbers which are pressed from the 
front or back of the piece and 
referred to as up and down such as 
/ and 9- up, 5 down, ihis would mean 
7 and B are pressed from the back 
and 5 from the front. Or, two 
numbers may be pressed from 1ho 
front (down) and one from the back, 
(up). 

There are more than 40,000 
possible combinations and a 
computer generated listing would 
be of great help in keeping track of 
the numbers Iricd. Opening can bo 
a real chore and can take some 
time bul it is always worth the effort 
{for me) to see a shackle fly opon. I 
usually try combinations, or pick 
difficult locks, whon doing something 
else, like watching TV, fishing, olc. 



The "Keyless" can be rapped open, 
but I don't recommend this method 
due to the possibility of damaging 
the very tWn brass case. 

When you are successfut in 
getting the shackle open, look in the 
shackle hole and you will soo a fkal 
plate or bond. Put the point of a 
pick, or similar fool, alongside this 
band towards Ihe back of the lock, 
pry up and move the band towards 
Iho front of the case. This rcloasos all 
of the buttons so that they may be 
turned to set or remove a number 
from the combination. To remove a 
number turn the button to the right 
as far as it will go. A button which 
has been set for down will turn to the 
riahl about Iwo thirds of a lurn. If set 
for up it will turn about one third of a 
turn. 

After turning the button, close the 
shackle. This lakes Ihe number out of 
the combo. Do not try to remove 
more than one c^t a time. When ail 
numbers have boon removed the 
shackle will not lock. To set a new 
combo, bul Ions are lurnod left; one 
third turn for an up number and two 
thirds for a down number. After each 
number is set, close the shackle. Do 
not try to set more than one number 
at a lime* Afler all Iho new numbers 
are entered you ch&ck your work for 
accuracy, move the band or plate 
in the shackle hole back to Its 
original position to Fock the new 
combo in place. 

Good luck on finding Iho opnning 
numbers, Paul, and 1 hanks for" wriling 
to Shop Talk. 



Q; A customer of mine has a gas 
station, In the large roil up bay door 
rs a small aluminum narrow styte 
door, it had the lever set shown In 
illustration three which broke F tt aiso 
has a narrow style latch set for 
locking purposes. 

Ihey took the fever set out and 
CcntiftUQd or\ pag9 92 




C hoose S&G C omptronic 

electronic safe 

locks for... security... 

technology. . .tradition. 



Click here for more information 



Click on border to view new company or issue 



TlK 

Natural 
LodumHi I 



Cantifwed ton? page 90 

lost the latch. Yh& ie-yer $ef has no 
iock but holds the door dosed 
during operating hours, and allows 
them to walk in and out without 
oponing tho big bay door. It has a 1 
3/4' backset and all/4' mounting 
halo. Tho darkcnod area in the 
drawing has a coil spring going 
around inside for conferring tho 
levers. The square cam just siides In 
and en it. 

No one seems to have any Idea 

who made It or where i can get 

another. Con you hoJp mo with this'? 

Norman D. Chance 

P&nnsytvania 

A: Norm, I would think that the 
bosf place lo start looking for a lock 
of this type would be an industrial 
hardware supply house or distributor 
in your area. These people have 
locks, handles, hinges, hooks, etc. for 
even the most unusual applications. 
My guess is that you lock was made 
by the A.L. Hansen Manufacturing 
Co., or by the Eberhard 
Manufacturing Co. You might try to 
find a distributor or manufacturer 
name on Iho overhead door. This 
could load you to a supplier. 

i recently needed fa replace a 
broken spring on a tool crib lock, 
and there was no name on the lock. 
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The crib was mndo of wlro mosh and 
In a remote comer ! found ttie name 

of a fence company. Three phone 
calls, first to the fence company 
second to their supplier, (and 
industrial hardware supply house) 
and third to the manufacturer had 
replacement springs on the way the 
same day. 

Locks mlthlng often requires a bit 
of do lee five work which may lake 
some time, but, you should get paid 
for that time. Look around, you will 
find the answer and thanks for 
writing. 



Q: My husband and t recently 
opened our tocksmithing business fn 
Colorado. Wo hove !?een good 
success, and we feet good about 
that, f?ecentiy r however, a man 
catted me about an old safe he had 
purchased about ion years ago. 

He does not have the 
combination, and as far as anyone 
knows, the sate has not been 
opened for 30 to 40 years. The safe is 
an oid Victor safe, and tho dial has 
"oars* sticking off of if. There is no 
handto. 

The safe is in beautiful condition, 
with an old painting on it, and we 
would tike to open it for the 
c\jstomor. I turned tho dial and it 
operates very smoothly. Thanks for 
any help you can give me. 

Carol Rys/kawski 
Colorado 

A: Your safe Is an old Victor cast 
Iron fire safe, made by the Victor 
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1. Victor ta&l iron firs safe.. 



2. ..jQund in Thv National Locksmiths 
Guide to Safe Opening, Volume One. 

Safe Company of Cincinnati- Ohio. 
This safe is one of many featured in 
Dave McOmic's book, Tho Notional 
locksmith &uido to Safe Oponing r 
Volume One. (See photographs } 
and 2.} 

The lock Is a Victor L2 which was 
made by Vale, with fho driver In 
back. The characteristic feature Is 
that handle with the ears on It to 
help when re f roofing or throwing the 
bolts. As- you noted- there is no 
handle. These locks came both wilh 
and wilhoul cases. 

The drill point is 93 x 1-1/16". The 
drop point is 93 or 94. And there is no 
re locker in this sale. You should find 
that owning the proper safe manuals 
makes these openings a breeze. 



Q: i was recently calfed out to 

open €i 1991 Pontiac Grand Am. Tlte 
keys were locked in the Ignition and 
the spare keys were locked in the 
car. f do not have any information 
on the 1991 Grand Am, so I used a 
horizontal tool for about 45 minutes. 
The slides on both doors showed 
they were unlocked, 

I only worked on the passenger 
door, but the driver's door unlocked. 
I would appreciate same 
information on opening tho 199} 
Pontiac Grand Am,. 

Louis layior 
Louisiana 

A: Ihe 1991 Pontiac Grand Am Is 
similar lo many of Ihe newer Gone rat 
Motor cars out there. I found It 

Continued en page 94 
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ConttmjGd from page Q2 

Interesting that you said you only 
worked on the passenger door and 
the driver's door unlocked. It made 
me feel that you weren't familiar 
wilh powor locks. 

Almost all of the newer cars have 
powor locks and all o\ them road 
from the driver's door; most will at 
ioasl partiaEly road from Iho 
passenger's door. This makes the 
driver's door the ideal place to work, 
If you've elected to open the car 
from Insido the door itself. Should you 
plan to open the door, by- passing 
the inner door (Iho space between 
the inside panel and the outside 
skin) and going for the locking 
mechanisms Inside the car. which 
door you go to becomes 
unimportant. 

I suggo&t you uses a lool lo go 
under the glass which then passes 
Jnlo Iho car. This method is required 
for the Berefta, but do expand Its 
usage 1o other cars, especially 
higher priced General Motorcars. 

The HPC number Tor Iho tool you 
want is CO-60, although other 
companies also self similar tools. (See 
Illustration 3.} 

Start out placing two wedges Into 
1ho door between the glass and 1hc 
door. One should be Just ahe-ad of 
the Inside slide lock and the other 
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llkistifllion 3 - HPC CO-60 Tool 



should be just behind the inside slide 
lock. Leave enough space between 
the two wedges to comfortably 
insert the tool down into the door. 
When the tool is deep enough info 
the door to clear the bottom of the 
glass, remove tho two wedges. This 
will relax the glass enough to easily 
pull the tool up and out the other 
side of the glass. While the tool ir, 
down Into the door you want to turn 
It a little and raise some. Just enough 
to lip tho boMom of Iho glass before 
removing the wedges. 

Turn tho lool so that it r s pointed 
toward the Inside ot the car, bring It 
down over 1hc window sill and place 
the tip behind the button. I found 
thai at this point if you work Iho 
outside portion forward to where it is 
sitting just ahead of the inside 
portion all you have To do Is rotate 
the handle slightly to move the 
button. 
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Q: I wouid appreciate any 
available Information on tho 
successors to the Eagie Lock 
Corporation r whloh was in T&rryvllfe r 
CL More spBcificaily, I am trying to 
find a source for keys and blanks In 
nickel sliver, for the Self locks, wNcfr 
were manufactured by this 
company. Any help wlti be 
welcomed, I hank you for your 
attention, 

Wiiliarn Cocpor 
New Jersey 

A: ! researched your questioned 
and find that the Bell Jocklng system 
was invented by Ldward I3ennett in 
about 1 91 8 r first patented Jan. 13, 
1920 r and manufactured originally 
by the Automatic Instrument Corp. 
Dudley Lock, of Chicago 
manufactured the Bell Sock for a 
time, and Eagle picked up the 
patents In about 1936. The 
continued manufacture under the 
name Bell Automatic and later Elagle 
Bell lock. Tho palent was carried 
over by the Lorl Corporation, when 
Eagle ended Its manufacturing In 
1976 C1&5J-W6). The cam locks 
were available from Lor| r per a 1^S6 
catalog. In two cylinder lengths and 
a number of cam configurations. The 

keys were also available, blank or 
cut to code (AS series onfyj I 
checked a Bell lock, in the shop, and 
find that the original key 5 were brass, 
and not nickel silver as you request, I 
believe that Lorl will continue to 
make these locks available to OEM 
accounts only. Keys and blanks will 
be found In a number of the larger 
shop* around the country, as the 
locks were used on lockers, cash 
registers, slot machines, vending 
machine, and real estate lockout 
boxes. I'm sure that a number of lock 
shops could be convinced to part 
with some of their Bell locks and 
keys. Wo still have a half box of the 
bell keys mat are In a Kell bo*. They 
are nol a fast moving Item. Run a 
~want to buy' Classified ad in this 
magazine for a few months, with 
some kind of offer, and a spocific 
request. Good luck. 
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Letters 



Continued from page S 

requested Information I win 
accumulate the deal a and make 
contact with the legal authorities. I 
of course, cannot guaranloo any 
results, t>uT the effort will at least 
mean that wo hqvc Iriod to sock 
juslico. 

The- ethical base of our profession 
is based on Iho best service for fair 
wage. With a "locksmith service" 
contracting for that best service, but 
not paying I ho wage, they have 
Ignored the ethics of our profession, 
One soon wonders if the service to 
Ihoir customers also suffers the same 
fate In administration of [heir 
conlracts, 

Send the requested informallon 
to: Mlchiana lock Security, Inc., 217 
Ovefhlll Tr„ Michigan City, M 46360. 

Dean Wilson 
Indiana 



Technitips 
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Fire King Lateral File 
suggested opening 

-+ 1 5/6" 

— r< 

3 3/16" v4r 

halo 



Illustration 6 



first remove the top of the cabinet. 
There are six screws across the bock, 
which must bo removed 1o free the 
rep. Remove the top and set It aside 
ca re fully. The flre-prooflng material Is 
now exposed on top of the cabinet. 
Measure 1-5/8" in from the fight side 
of the cabinet, and 3-3/16" back 
from the front, I his ts the location of 
"ho vertical locking bear Ihul must be 
driven "down" to release the 
drawers. Drill a ]/4" hole through the 
fire-proofing material, and Into the 
void which encloses the vertical 
locking bar. Use a 1/4" rod and 
hammer to force the locking rod 
down enough to release the 
drawers, 

Repair should be no more than 
replacing a small retaining pin, 
which supporls tho locking rod. 
P^'ch ihc fire proofing with plaster of 
paris or fire-proofing plaster and 
carefully replace the top of the 
cabinet. 

George Meyer 
California 



Continued from p&go 4 J 

When the key dld^not turn, It 

indicated lhal tho previous cut was 
the correct one. Again, we listed this 
cut on tho chart. {Soo iiiustrafhn 2 h) 
The finaf cut was the I right- For 
this cut wo prepared a new and final 
key. Using a good Lexus key blank, 
we made all the cuts indicated on 
our chart, on both sides of the Wank, 
except for the 1 right- The 1 right 
position was loft as shallow as 
possible. This was then cut one drop 
a^ a tlmo until the key turned. This 
cut was recorded, and the key was 
complete. § 

Banker's Safe 

Continued frQnj pag& 8 

Slick, huh? For that handy little 
I rick wo give thanks to my good 
friend. everybody's favorite 
maniputator. Skip Fckerl. I hanks Skip. 

Photograph 16 shows us Iho aroa 
from the keylock down to the lower 
rolockor. Once again, the coble that 
controls the relocker Is attached to 
two glass plates— one under the 
Jock, the other under the boltbar 
next to the lock. 




16. The key box to the lower relocker. 

One last thing about drilling: The 
6-1/4* measurement that Amle and J 
used worked, bul was not optimum. 
A measurement of 5-7/8" back from 
the faco of iho door will work nicely 
on Tann Banker's Cash safes, 
whether with or without glass. Thfe Is a 
nice compromise belwoon the two, 
and win yield a nicely placed hob in 
oil her model. 

Well that aboul wraps It up for this 
month. Remember If you need help 
with a high-security opening , Have 

Continued on netf page 



Drill Will Travel.. .still firsl class, but 
since I started drinking coffee again, 
! nood Iho aisle seal! See ya next 
month. § 

Car Opening 

Continued from pag& £7 

In photograph 10, you can just 
see the edge of the vertical rod as 

Indicated by the arrow. It is visible 
against the notched end of the tool 
on tho lofl. Slide over against this 
vertical rod and pull upward, The 
tool will grab the rod as you pull 




10. Arrow indicates vertical rod. 
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11. This photo illustrates proper 
positioning of the tool 

upward. Fhls unlocks the car. 
Photograph 1 1 illustrates the location 
of the vertical rod and shows how 
Iho howoa lool catches it. | 

Opening A Shop 

Continued from pago 70 

lucralivo pari of our business. 

Consider this. There ore very few 
people who know that we can 
create a key from a code number! 
The term, ~keys by code" on your 
business card or in your other 
advertising means absolutely 
nothing to <?5 percent of the public 
and is a waslo of space in your ad. 
You develop code work by doing. 
When your customers learn that you 
have this capability fhoy will give 
you repeat business. 

Just observe the reaction of the 
nox" cuslomor for whom you create 
a key by code. ^Amazing/ "I'm 
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impressed," 'I didn't know you could 
do thaf," are very typical responses 
and you should profit from your 
customers' now fotrwi knowledge* 

We have already decussod hand 
look arvl the tact that you should buy 
the very best arid buy enough of [horn. 
As with your vehicle, having the sumo 
size screw driver in oach of your tod l<Jts 
or work areas Is not wasting money., ir is 
saving time. And. most important., put 
It-iorn book whore they belong. 

Paging through a distributor's 
catalog Lie of locksmith tools Is almost 
like being ki a fantasy Pand, There are 
specialty tools for alrnosi every 
conceivable job or function that you 
may be roquiod to da 
As your business grows and you 
develop regular accounts you will find 
Just what type of equipment, tools, 
code booi<s, etc. ore going lo bo cost 
effective and proflr producing for you. 
Make your tool purchases ceroid ty. I r s 
your money Ihcrt you are spending and 
wo are heie to make meney Of course, 
tools do make you money. 5 

The Lighter Side 

G£>ntirtU9d from pxgu fl£ 

tYcm A^ Lock & Key.'?" 

Ignoring him P I allowod my creative 
mrKi to pursue other prospects. *You 
know, this concept has all kinds of 
possibilities. We could encourage 
everyone fo wear Itrle locks and keys on 
chdns around rhek nocks or as earrings 
of lapel pins, I can see potcnlkjt for a 
whole new brar ich of Iho irxl£rtry r thefe.' 

*A parader Don said excitedly, 
'We'd have lo have a parade, with 
floats, ood bands, ar^d huge balloons. 
We could oven crown a beauty queen 
Miss New Key of the Year.* 

We each drifted off In silence, 
individually contemplating various 
aspect? of the Idea, Suddenly, I was 
brought back to reality. 

"There's just one problem.' I said. 

■What's that? " 

"ir's unlikely that locksmiths across 
the counlry would participate. Most of 
them around here don" t oven show up 
for rhe annual associate party. Can 
you imagine the problems that woutd 
bo involved in trying to organize 
nationwide participation In a vaoalion 
weekend wdkour?" 

*l ctenl see tho problem." said Don. 
"All you'd have to do would be send 
oul nohces to all kxksrnflhs thai on the 
decidod-upon weekend sornoono 
from their local assoeiallon would be 
corning by to sign them up to servo on 
a committee. They'd disappear so fast, 
they'd make Houdini look like the 
tortoise." § 



It's your 
reputation 




Trust the 
original. 
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